Senate Resolution No. 2381
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

COMVENDI NG the Irish Arericans fromthe State of
New York for their perseverance and influence i
hel ping to bring peace, justice and freedomto al
citizens in the North of Ireland

n
I

WHEREAS, The Ancient Order of Hi bernians and the Ladies Ancient

O der of Hi ber ni ans, t he ol dest and | argest Irish American
organi zations, are dedicated to perpetuating the history and traditions
of the Irish people and to pronoting peace and Freedomfor all Irel and,
and

WHEREAS, Through decades of conflict known as the Troubles, Irish
Anericans, including the Ancient Oder of H bernians and the Ladies
Anci ent Order of Hibernians, desired and called upon the United States
governnment to help negotiate peace with justice; and

WHEREAS, A nenber of the New York State Assenbly, Assenbl yman John
Dearie, wth the support of the Ancient Oder of H bernians and the
Ladi es Anci ent O der of Hi bernians, and other |Irish Anerican
organi zations, fornmulated an 1Irish Anerican political agenda which
I ncl uded the appointnment of an Anmerican Special Envoy, visas for Sinn
Fein, the MacBride Principles against religious discrimnation in
enpl oynent, and human rights; and

WHEREAS, Thirty vyears ago, in April of 1992, at a critical point
during the New York State Presidential primary canpaign, candidate Bill
Clinton, at a Presidential candidates forum organized by Assenbl yman
Dearie, and attended by many nenbers of the Ancient Order of Hi bernians
and the Ladies Ancient Oder of Hi bernians, pledged if elected to
appoint a United States Special Envoy, end visa censorship against Sinn
Fein and support civil rights in the North of Ireland; and

VWHEREAS, These pledges led to the appointnent of United States
Senat or Ceorge Mtchell as a Special Envoy, and were instrunental in
achieving the Good Friday Agreenment and bringing about peace on
principles that have been reaffirmed nost recently on St. Patrick's Day
I n House Resol ution 888; and

VWHEREAS, Irish Anericans, including nenbers of the Ancient O der of
Hi berni ans and the Ladies Ancient Oder of Hibernians renenber that
Irish Americans in New York State played a crucial role in gaining these
breakt hrough Anmerican pledges that opened the door to the Good Friday
Agreement; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
join the nenbers of the Ancient Oder of Hi bernians and the Ladies
Anci ent Order of Hibernians in recognizing the acconplishments of the
Irish Aneri cans from the State of New York and lauding their
perseverance in their efforts to bring peace, justice and freedomto al
citizens in the North of Ireland; and be it further



RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Ancient Oder of Hibernians and the Ladi es Anci ent
Order of Hi berni ans.



