Senate Resol ution No. 2367
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

HONORING Linda Mrels, on behalf of the Kirsh
Foundati on, upon the occasion of her designation as
reci pient of the Barbara and Ira A Lipnman Community
Security Award by the Jewi sh Coormunity Rel ations
Counci | of New York

WHEREAS, Fromtime to time this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it wshes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Linda
Mrels, on behalf of the Kirsh Foundation, upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Barbara and Ira A Lipman Community
Security Award by the Jewi sh Conmunity Rel ations Council of New York, to
be celebrated at its Annual Spring Gala on Tuesday, June 14, 2022, at
The Plaza, in New York City; and

WHEREAS, Linda Mrels 1is truly proud to be a part of the Jew sh
Community Rel ations Council of New York (JCRC) which diligently works to
build relationships within the Jewi sh conmunity and with New Yorkers of
all backgrounds and faiths to advance the values, interests, and
security of the Jewish community and to create a nore interconnected New
York for all; and

VWHEREAS, Born in South Africa and raised in Eswatini, Linda Mrels
maintains a deep connection to both nations; she earned her degree in
social work wth honors from the University of W t wat er sr and,
Johannesburg, and a Master of Social Wrk degree fromthe University of
Washi ngton, Seattle; she is a Wxner Gaduate Fellow and has a
certification in organizational consulting from the WIIliam Al anson
White Institute; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated to making her community a better place to Iive,
wor k, and play, Linda Mrels is an honorary lifetime nmenber of the Board
of UJA-Federation of New York and served as Chair of the Board; she was
appointed to the position of co-Chair of the New York-Israel Conmm ssion
responsi ble for creating a framework to strengthen econom c and cul tural
ties between New York and Israel; and

VWHEREAS, Currently, Linda Mrels serves as a nenber of the Boards of
Directors for the Anerican Jewish Commttee, the | srael Campus
Coalition, the Tony Blair Foundation, and The Metropolitan Opera; and

WHEREAS, Linda Mrels also serves on the advisory board of her
famly's foundation, the Kirsh Foundation, which engages in a range of
phi | ant hr opi c endeavors desi gned to foster self-sufficiency and
entrepreneurship primarily in Sub Saharan Africa and Israel; and



VWHEREAS, Throughout her life, Linda Mrels has truly Ilived by her
famly's philanthropic philosophy, "give a man a fish, you feed himfor
a day: teach a man to fish, you feed himfor a lifetinme"; and

VWHEREAS, Wien she is not hel ping soneone, Linda Mrels serves as the
Chair of K@ Corporation, a famly holding conpany which manages a
portfolio of diversified investnents including major holdings in food
di stribution and real estate; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndi vidual for the benefits of others which Linda Mrels has displayed
t hroughout her life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Linda Mrels, on behalf of the Kirsh Foundation, upon the occasion
of her designation as recipient of the Barbara and Ira A Lipman
Community Security Award by the Jew sh Community Relations Council of
New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Linda Mrels, Kirsh Foundation.



