Senate Resolution No. 2014
BY: Senator RATH

HONORI NG O fi cer Denni son Wi ght upon the occasion
of receiving the New York State Police Oficer of
t he Year Award

WHEREAS, New York State has |ong been cormmitted to supporting its
| aw enf or cenent professionals; and

WHEREAS, The quality and sanctity of community |ife are cherished
val ues, worthy of safeguarding, and this Legislative Body is noved to
honor those individuals who serve to preserve and protect such val ues,
| audi ng particularly their unwavering loyalty and dedication in the
daily performance of their duties; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Oficer
Denni son Wi ght upon the occasion of receiving the New York State Police
O ficer of the Year Award, which was announced by Governor Kathy Hochu
on COctober 13, 2021, the first day of National Police Wek which was
hel d i n Washi ngton, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, First presented in 1984, the New York State Police Oficer
of the Year Award recogni zes a single police officer or teamof officers
for an exceptional act of valor and courage in the face of grave danger
to thenselves and residents of the comunities they serve; Oficer
Denni son Wight is truly deserving of this prestigi ous honor; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 4, 2019, Oficer Dennison "Denny" Wight, a
25-year veteran of the Rochester Police Departnment, was responding to a
domestic call on Peck Street which involved an enotionally disturbed man
hi di ng under a bed; and

VWHEREAS, Upon arriving at the scene, O ficer Dennison Wight tal ked
with the man and coaxed himout of hiding, however, the nan becane
agitated and attenpted to |eave the honme; as famly nenbers tried to
stop him he stabbed O ficer Wight several tinmes in the face, eyes and
| ower body; and

VWHEREAS, Despite his |ife-threatening injuries and inpaired vision,
O ficer Dennison Wight remained stalwart in the face of extrene danger,
and through his brave actions, kept the others safe while taking the
suspect into custody; and

WHEREAS, Fortunately, two bystanders who wtnessed the violent
attack, rushed O ficer Dennison Wight to Rochester General Hospital
where he underwent |ifesaving surgery; unfortunately, he suffered
per manent | oss of vision in both eyes; and

VWHEREAS, Ever steadfast in his goal to recover, Oficer Dennison
Wight was transferred to the Golisano Neurol ogy Rehabilitation Center
at United Hospital where he | earned how to navigate without the wuse of
hi s eyesi ght; and



VWHEREAS, After two weeks of hard work, Oficer Dennison Wight was
finally ready to | eave the Rehabilitation Center with his loving famly

by his side; as he approached the exit of the facility, he was greeted
by many fellow first responders who shined blue lights and wused their
sirens to recognize his great progress and heroism and

WHEREAS, As he was driven hone in a police car, Oficer Dennison
Wight hunbly w tnessed the outpouring of I|ove and support from his
comunity as Rochester Ceneral and Unity Hospitals, the Geater
Rochester International Airport and other businesses and honmes were
illumnated with blue lighting in honor of his great sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, The great State of New York is fortunate to have brave
public servants who risk their lives in the |line of duty each day to
protect the residents of our conmunities; no greater debt is owed than
that owed to those who are willing to put service over self; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who wunselfishly devote their lives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their commtnent and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor O ficer Dennison Wight upon the occasion of receiving the New
York State Police Oficer of the Year Award; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to O ficer Dennison Wight.



