Senate Resolution No. 2001
BY: Senat or OBERACKER

COVMEMORATI NG  the 100t h Anni versary of The
Community Library of Cobleskill, New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the conmmunities across the great
State of New York is reflective of certain exenplary organi zati ons whose
purpose is dedicated to serving the conmunity and the needs of its
citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 100th Anniversary of The Communi ty Li brary of
Cobl eskill; after being postponed in 2021 due to the COVI D-19 pandenic,
the Library will celebrate its 100th Anniversary on Saturday, April 2,
2022, with a Roaring 20's thened Tea Party and will display special
exhi bits and photos all year in honor of the achievenent; and

VWHEREAS, Initially named The Cobleskill Free Library, now The
Community Library, was founded on February 12, 1921, in Cobleskill, New
York; despite the changing of nanes, the goal of building strong
communities by preserving the past, enriching the present, and inspiring
the future by providing free access of know edge, information, enriching
events, and lifelong |l earning opportunities to all residents remains the
sanme; and

VWHEREAS, Inspiring the thenme for the 100th Anniversary Party, upon
Its opening day of February 12, 1921, the Cobleskill Free Library served
tea to 100 guests, inspiring the thenme for the 100th Anniversary
cel ebration; and

WHEREAS, The Community Library has been an inval uabl e resource for
residents of Cobleskill for 100 years; people come to the Library to
connect, discover, study, participate in story tines, book groups, and
various progranms for all ages; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to the able I|eadership of Drector Kinberly
Zenner, the people who make The Community Library successful with their
unwavering commtnent are Librarian for Adult Services, Don LaPlant;
Clerks, Any Mele, Jackie Barbato and Cat herine Sharkey, and the Board of
Trustees, consisting of President, Ken Hotopp; Vice President, Julia
Walter; Financial Oficer, Linda Carpenter; Assistant Financial Oficer
and Secretary, Virginia Downs; Historian, Harriet Berard, and Trustees,
Fred Barnes, Janice O ark, Janmes Collins, Ml odie Neary, Janet Sand and
Julie Santoro; and

WHEREAS, The success enjoyed by The Community Library is in direct
correlation to the efforts of the nmany individuals who have supported
t he devel opnent of the Library over the years; and

WHEREAS, John Van Schaik is considered the father of the Cobl eskill



library; it was in his parent's house that a neeting of 20 men was held
on Septenber 28, 1920, resulting in the birth of the idea for the
Cobl eskill Free Library; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 2, 1920, a mass neeting was held in the | oca
hi gh school building with 49 citizens in attendance, where a notion was
made by WH CGolding that the people of Cobleskill establish a free
l'i brary known as The Cobl eskill Free Library; the notion was carried
unani nously, and the first nine library trustees, Ms. Ada Y. Franklin
M. Frank Ryder, Mss Dora Cohn, Ms. lIda Witing, M. WB. Golding, M.
A.L. Norton, M. WJ. Fullerton, M. Jared Van Wgenen Jr. and M.
Morgan Myers, were established; and

WHEREAS, To fund the library, a canpaign was | aunched on January 10,
1921, with the goal of recruiting 1,000 nmenbers to enroll at one dollar
each; the trustees engaged M ss Janet Cornish, graduate of +the State
Li brary School at Al bany, as librarian to organize the |ibrary; and

WHEREAS, In a true community effort, Dr. Carolyn O endorf donated
equi pnent for the children's section, Jesse Norton gave her geneal ogi cal
records, Daisy Brown her books of clippings, the Mthodist Church
donated the contents of their Sunday School |ibrary, and the Cobl eskil
| ndex gave bound newspaper vol unes; and

WHEREAS, A special election to finance the |library by public
taxation was held on April 29, 1926, and passed in a vote of 148 to 61,
changi ng the nanme from Cobl eskill Free Library to the Cobleskill Public
Li brary; and

WHEREAS, After another relocation and renovation supported by a
fundrai si ng canpai gn, the school district voters of the area passed a
neasure on OCctober 6, 1999, to make the library a school district
|ibrary, changing its nane a final tinme to The Comunity Library, the
name it holds to this day; and

WHEREAS, The Library received a helpful grant which allowed for a
revol utioni zi ng renovation in 2007, which added two floors, renodeled
meeting roons, doubled the nunber of conputers, overhaul ed plunbing,
heating and el ectrical systens, and created a railed opening, creating a
great sensation of space; and

WHEREAS, Working diligently throughout the COVID 19 pandemc to
continue to provide services to the residents of Cobleskill, The
Communi ty Library adapted neasures that included social distancing, the
wear i ng of masks, and even curbside book delivery, proving the
dedi cation of this institution; and

VWHEREAS, The Community Library team in conjunction wth the
community, wll discuss plans for the next 100 years, including the
expansion into the building s annex, and the hopes for a community room
with afterhours access, teen and youth dedi cated roons for prograns, a
Friends cafe and book store, nore neeting spaces, and nore; and

VWHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, The Conmunity



Library may take just pride in its purposeful growh, as it |ooks
forward to continuing to serve the educational, «cultural and
intell ectual needs of the community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th  Anniversary of The Comunity Library of
Cobl eskill; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Kinberly Zimmer, Director, The Conmunity Library of
Cobl eski I | .



