Senat e Resol ution No. 1715
BY: Senator JACKSON

RECOGNI ZI NG Decenber 20-26, 2021, as the Wek of
t he Commenoration of the First Black Revolt Against
Slavery in the Anericas

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
first historically recorded Black Antislavery Rebellion in the Anericas
on Decenber 20-26, 2021, the 500th Anniversary of this historic event;
and

WHEREAS, On the "second day of Christnmas”" in Decenber of 1521,
African Black enslaved people working at the Mnteal egre cane-sugar
pl antation west of Santo Domingo City escaped fromthe plantation and,
with rage unforeseen by their Spanish colonial nasters, nmarched through
a nunber of other plantations with the intention of recruiting
additional fellow slaves into their uprising to overthrow the col oni al
| ocal reginme that kept themin bondage and set enslaved bl ack people in
t he i sl and-col ony free; and

VWHEREAS, The sugar plantation owner and sl ave master agai nst whose
power the 1521 rebel slaves revolted was no other than the highest
political authority of colonial La Espanola and of the entire Spanish
enpire as it existed at the tinme on the Caribbean islands and parts of
the Mainland, nanely governor and viceroy Diego Colunbus, son of
Chri stopher Col unbus and heir of the political titles conferred to his
father by the Spanish Kings in reward for facilitating Spani sh dom ni on
over additional territories in the Anericas; and

WHEREAS, Wth the benefit of superior weapons and after about a week
of chasing and fighting, the Spaniards quelled the insurrection and
restored the overall order to La Espanol a' s slavehol di ng society, but so
much fear was generated by the revolt anong the col onists' popul ation
that colonial authorities had to quickly resort to pronulgating new
ordi nances that included very harsh punishnents and death penalty for
t hose who incurred in any form of resistance or di sobedi ence against the
sl avery-based political and social order; and

WHEREAS, The Santo Dom ngo black slaves' insurrection of 1521
generated such a great degree of concern anong the colonial authorities
of La Espanol a that maintained a slave-holding social order as to nove
said authorities to issue a distinctly severe and harsh code of
ordi nances to control and punish the enslaved Black population of La
Espanola, the oldest "black code" of the Americas whose text has been
archival ly preserved; and

VWHERAS, Awar eness and know edge about the 1521 Santo Domi ngo sl ave
rebellion and the ensuing 1522 first instance of a "black code" has
until very recently remained limted, and for too long confined to a
m ni scul e nunber of people, especially a limted nunber of scholars
specializing in the research and witing about the beginnings of Europe-
an conquest and col oni zati on of the Anmericas; and



VWHEREAS, | n 2019, the CUNY Dom nican Studies Institute at The Gty
Coll ege of New York published the first academ c nonograph devoted to

t he bl ack slaves' rebellion of 1521 in Santo Dom ngo, dissem nating for
the first time inmages, transcriptions and translations of the 16th
century archival sources about the rebellion, including the chronicle
about it and the text of the subsequent "black |aws" enacted by the
colonial authorities as a response; CUNY DSI continues to engage in
research to further clarify inportant facts pertaining to the rebellion,
as it has been the case of an archaeol ogi cal survey in Santo Dom ngo
during the summer of 2021 in search for the probable | ocation where the
rebellion started; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, CUNY DSI, the Black Studies Programat the
City College of New York and Centro Cultural Eduardo Leon Jinenes in
Santi ago, Domnican Republic, have sponsored a |arge academ c virtual
conference on Decenber 2nd and 3rd of 2021, to commenorate the 500th
Anni versary of the rebellion by convening scholars and artists to share
t he nost recent know edge about bl ack resistance in the early colonial
Anericas, further contributing to public awareness on these inportant
hi storical events; and

WHEREAS, The Santo Domi ngo sl ave rebellion of 1521 is the first
known direct and open confrontation of enslaved Bl ack peopl e agai nst
their enslavers in the Anericas in nodern times on which a historical
archival record exists, and it provoked the production and enacting al so
in Santo Domingo in 1522, of the first known set of colonial ordinances
specifically targeted at black slaves and bl ack people in the Anericas,
initiating a centuries-long trend of production of officially sanctioned
|l egal systenms to further <control and subjugate black people in the
Conti nent; and

VWHEREAS, The Santo Dom ngo sl ave rebellion of 1521 initiated a |ong
trend of revolts by Black slaves in La Espanola and the Americas that
chal I enged sl avery during subsequent centuries, and it is vivid proof of
the relentless struggle for freedom and dignity by people of black
African ancestry since the earliest dates of their presence in the
Conti nent; and

VWHEREAS, The pioneering historical significance of the Santo Dom ngo
1521 Bl ack slave rebellion is a powerful source of inspiration for civic
action ained at the elimnation of injustice and the establishnent and
consolidation of human freedom and equality, and thus should be part of
the collective historical nenory of all freedomloving people in the
Anericas, including the people of the United States and the State of New
Yor k; and

WHERAS, The public collective nenory about the Santo Dom ngo 1521
Bl ack anti-slavery rebellion, together with all other past instances of
peopl e' s resi stance agai nst slavery and oppression either in colonial or
contenporary tinmes should be facilitated by teaching in public schools
at all levels and by instruction and research in our universities; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has traditionally been, and continues to be,



the | argest hub of Dom nican- Anerican population in the United States,
and the collective heritage of Dom nican-Anmericans is an integral part
of the cultural and social nosai c of t he comunities wher e
Dom ni can- Aneri cans reside; and

WHEREAS, New York State welcones and enbraces the |egacies of
fighting for the achi evenent of freedom and equality brought in by its

immgrant citizens and their children from around the world; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body recogni ze Decenber 20-26, 2021,
as the Wek of the Comenoration of the First Black Revolt Agai nst
Sl avery in the Anericas.



