Senate Resolution No. 1705
BY: Senator Bl AGE

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 2022, as Essential Wrkers Mnth in the
State of New York

VWHEREAS, On March 7, 2020, the CGovernor of the State of New York
declared a state disaster energency for the entire State of New York in
anticipation of the growing threat of the novel coronavirus, COVID 19
and

WHEREAS, Effective March 22, 2020, the Governor of the State of New
York issued the "New York State on PAUSE" executive order to close all
non- essenti al businesses and restrict in-person workforces and other
operations statewide in response to the pandem c; and

VWHEREAS, Wor ker s perform ng essential services have provided
I nval uabl e assi stance and support to the public in industries including,
but not limted to, healthcare, public safety, food service, grocery,
cleaning, transportation, construction, manufacturing, and agriculture;
and

WHEREAS, While sone individuals have had the opportunity to
telecommute and safely work from hone during this tinme, mllions of
essential workers have continued to work on the frontlines of the
pandem c, at tinmes in close proximty to the public, in order to provide
vital services to the citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, These essential workers have often risked their own safety
and wel |l -being, and that of their famlies, to serve others in their
comunities whi | e faci ng significant challenges such as social
i sol ation, shortages of personal protective equi pnent, inadequate pay,
declining staffing | evels, burnout, and other unsafe working conditions;
and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack, Hispanic, and Latino workers, as well as inmm grant
wor kers, make up a significant part of the essential workforce in New
York State, and yet studies and data have shown that these individuals
have been the nost disproportionately affected by COVID-19 and vaccine
di stribution across the State; and

WHEREAS, Essential workers have played a central role in restarting
and strengthening the state's econony and ensuring the people of the
State of New York remain healthy, safe, and cared for during these
chal l enging tines; and

WHEREAS, The first Mnday in Septenber is traditionally observed as
Labor Day, a federal holiday which pays tribute to the great
contributions and achi evenents of Anmerican workers; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 2022, as
Essential Workers Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New

Yor k.



