Senate Resolution No. 1704
BY: Senator Bl AGE

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 4-8, 2022, as Malnutrition Awareness Wek in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
conditions that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 4-8, 2022, as
Mal nutrition Awareness Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction
with the observance of National Ml nutrition Awareness Wek; and

VWHEREAS, Remaining true to its mssion, Malnutrition Awareness Wek
rai ses awareness of malnutrition and its negative effects on individuals
and health care costs; and

WHEREAS, Experts agree that nutrition status is a direct neasure of
patient health and that good nutrition can keep people healthy and out
of healthcare institutions, thus reducing healthcare costs which can be

up to $42 billion annually for hospital stays involving nmalnutrition;
and

VWHEREAS, I nadequate or unbal anced nutrition, known as malnutrition,
Is particularly preval ent in vul nerable popul ati ons, such as

hospitalized patients, older adults, and mnority populations; these
popul ations statistically shoul der the highest incidences of the nost
severe chronic illnesses such as diabetes, kidney disease, cancer, and
cardi ovascul ar di sease that are also inpacted by nutrition; and

VWHEREAS, Malnutrition is exacerbated by the global COVID-19 health
pandemic which has intensified disparities and social isolation; it is
further conpounded by food insecurity and federal |egislation which has
al | ocated suppl enental funding for federal conmunity nutrition prograns;
and

VWHEREAS, 1|l ness, injury, and nmalnutrition can result in the |oss of
| ean body mass, |eading to conplications that inpact good patient health
out cones, including recovery fromsurgery, illness, or disease; and

VWHEREAS, Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS) care plans
i npl emented by a team of nultidisciplinary healthcare professionals can
i nprove patient nutrition to support a strong recovery and hel p reduce
ri sk of conplications fromelective surgeries; and

VWHEREAS, Despite the recognized |ink between good nutrition and good
heal t h, nutrition screeni ng and I ntervention have not been
systematically incorporated across the conti nuumof care; and



VWHEREAS, dinical quality neasures can help inprove nutrition
screening and intervention, and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Servi ces ( C\vb) for the first time has appr oved mul tiple

mal nutrition-specific clinical quality nmeasures for two CVS qualified
clinical data registries; and

WHEREAS, A coll aborative effort anong key stakeholders in the public
and private sectors continues to be required to increase awareness of,
reduce, and prevent malnutrition and the National Blueprint: Achieving
Quality Malnutrition Care for dder Adults, 2020 Update serves as a
tenpl ate for such coll aboration; and

VWHEREAS, The American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition
(ASPEN), was the first to establish a National Mlnutrition Awareness
Week in 2012; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body recognizes the i mportance of
Mal nutrition Awareness Wek in pronoting public and nedia attention to
t he seriousness of malnutrition, and for working to inprove education
about its causes and its treatnments, as well as how to help those who
are struggling with this debilitating condition; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimQctober 4-8, 2022, as
Mal nutrition Awareness Wek in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



