Senate Resolution No. 1677
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNING the wuntinely death of Janmes M une,
renowned jazz and R&B nusician and civil rights
advocat e

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those nusical geniuses whose commtnent and creative talents
have contributed to the entertainnent and cultural enrichment of their
comunity and the entire State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved this day to nenorialize the
inspired life and career of Janes Mune, who died on Sunday, January 9,
2022, at the age of 76; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Mune was born Janes Fornman in Phi | adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a, on January 3, 1946; and

WHEREAS, As a young boy, Janes Mune was constantly surrounded by
successful jazz and R& artists due to his father and stepfather being
prospering nusicians thensel ves; and

VWHEREAS, The nusician received his new |ast nane "Mune" after
joining a branch of the Bl ack Power Mvenent; the name neans nessenger
or prophet in Swahili; and

VWHEREAS, Janmes Mune pioneered a new pathway in nusic by creating
his own style which he referred to as "Sophistifunk,” conbining sounds
fromjazz, soul, and funk nusic to create sonething wholly unique; and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s, Janmes Mune fornmed an R&B group called
"M unme" which produced five best-selling albuns and 11 top hits; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his career, Mune coll aborated with several jazz
gi ants, including Duke Ellington, McCoy Tyner, Freddi e Hubbard and Sonny
Rollins; he also toured with Mles Davis for five years; and

VWHEREAS, Featuring Tawat ha Agee on | ead vocals, the band's sal aci ous
1982 song "Juicy Fruit" becane a nuch-sanpled tune, being used as the
basis for at |east 70 songs, nost notably by The Notorious B.I.G on his
debut solo single, "Juicy," as well as by Faith Evans for "Faithfully,"
Keyshia Cole on her single "Let It Go" and Tamar Braxton on her hit
single "The One"; and

WHEREAS, Mune also scored soundtracks for filnms, |ike 1986's
"Native Son," and served as nusic supervisor for the 1994 Fox cop drama
"New Yor k Undercover"; he also co-hosted the community talk series "QOpen
Line," formerly on New York City's WBLS FM station, for 18 years; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Mune is survived by his beloved wife, Kaml|i M une;
a brother, Jeffrey Forman; two sons, Faulu Mune and Richard Johnson;
four daughters, Benin Mune, Eshe King, Ife Mune and Sanda Lee; and siXx



grandchi | dren Sukari Mune, Yamani Mune, Craig McCargo, Mazi Mune, Aya
M unme and Jhasi Mune; and

WHEREAS, Janes Mune's dedication to his nusic | eaves an indelible
| egacy of inspiration which will [ong endure the passage of tine and
will remain as a conforting nenory to his famly, friends and countl ess
fans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the untinely death of James Mune, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of James M une.



