Senate Resol ution No. 1566
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
July 2022, as Ceft and Crani ofacial Awareness and
Prevention Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
health conditions that affect the lives of citizens of New York State;
and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJuly 2022, as deft and
Crani of aci al Awareness and Prevention Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National deft and Crani of aci al
Awar eness and Prevention Month; and

VWHEREAS, When we share what nakes us unique with others, the world
beconmes a better, nore interesting place; Cdeft and Craniofacial
Awar eness and Prevention Month is about celebrating differences, not
only in how we | ook and sound, but also in the experiences that make us
who we are; and

VHEREAS, National Ceft and Crani ofacial Awareness and Prevention
Mont h was established by Ameri Face and cl eft Advocate; and

VWHEREAS, dCdeft and craniofacial conditions affect thousands of
infants, children, teens and adults in the United States each year; sone
are born with congenital anomalies like cleft |ip and palate, others
with nore conplex, Ilife-threatening craniofacial conditions; sone are
burned; others are injured in accidents and ani mal attacks or di agnosed
wi th various oral/head/ neck and skin diseases; and

VWHEREAS, Every year in the United States, approximately 7,000 babies
(or 1 out of every 600) are born with a cleft lip and/or a cleft palate;
these are two of the nobst comon birth defects found in the United
States; and

VWHEREAS, A cleft |lip occurs when the |lip does not conmpletely form
| eaving an opening in the lip; the opening can range froma small notch
to a large opening fromthe |ip up through the nose; and

WHEREAS, A cleft palate occurs when the roof of the nouth (palate)
does not conpletely close, |eaving an opening that can extend into the
nasal cavity; cleft lip and cleft palate may occur together or on their
own; and

WHEREAS, The causes of orofacial clefts are unknown; genetics nay
play a factor in sone cases as well as exposure to certain risk factors
that arise during a wonman's pregnancy; prenatal factors known to
I ncrease the chance of having an orofacial «cleft include: snoking,



di abetes, or the wuse of certain nedications such as anti-epileptic
medi cations |ike topiramate or val proic acid; and

WHEREAS, Children with orofacial <clefts often have an inpaired
ability to feed and an inpaired |anguage devel opnent; babies need
special bottles and nipples to feed successfully, as well as feeding in
an upright position; and

WHEREAS, Surgery to repair these clefts usually occurs within the
first 12-18 nonths of life; surgical repair is not just to inprove the
appearance of the child s face but nmay al so i nprove breathing, hearing,
and speech and | anguage devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Children may al so need other types of treatnent such as
special dental and orthodontic care or speech therapy; wth proper
treatment, nost children with orofacial clefts continue to experience
healthy lives; and

VWHEREAS, Wile they are the nost common, cleft lip and cleft palate
are only two of many craniofacial birth defects; these defects nay occur
al one or in conbination as part of a craniofacial syndrone; sone other
anonmalies include: craniosynostosis- the skull of an infant fuses too

early, causing problens with brain and skull growth; anotia/mcrotia-
t he external ear is mssing or small and not forned properly;
anopht hal m a/ m cropht hal m a- one or both eyes are missing or small and

not fully developed; hem facial mcrosoma- the tissues on one side of
the face are underdevel oped; mcrognathia- the jaw is undersized; and
posi tional plagiocephaly- the head is m sshapen and asynmetrical; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition, and nore nust be done to increase activity at
the local, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJuly 2022, as deft and
Crani ofacial Awareness and Prevention Month in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



