Senate Resolution No. 1332
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 15, 2022, as Myotonic Dystrophy Awareness
Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i1l nesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 15, 2022, as
Myotoni ¢ Dystrophy Awareness Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of International Motonic Dystrophy
Awar eness Day; and

VWHEREAS, Myotonic dystrophy is a rare, multi-systemc, inherited
di sease that affects an estimated 1 in 2,100 people, or over 3.6 mllion
I ndi vi dual s across the world; and

VWHEREAS, Myotonic dystrophy is comonly referred to as DM an
abbreviation of the Latin nane wused by doctors and researchers
wor | dwi de: dystrophia nyotonica; other names for DM i nclude nyotonic
muscul ar dystrophy, Steinert's Disease for DML, and proximal nyotonic
nyopat hy for DMwR; and

WHEREAS, Qobally, mllions of people are Iliving with myotonic
dystrophy but do not know they have the di sease and are in need of care;
and

VWHEREAS, Myotonic dystrophy is the nost comon form of adult
muscul ar dystrophy and considered the nost variable of all known
conditions; and

VWHEREAS, Muitations prevent genes fromcarrying out their functions
properly, which can inpact nmultiple body systens; and

VWHEREAS, Myotonic dystrophy is inherited; people living wth
nyot oni ¢ dystrophy have a 50% chance of passing on the nutated gene to
their children; and

VWHEREAS, Motonic dystrophy does not always |ook the sane; the
different body systens affected, the severity of synptons, and the age
of onset of those synptons vary greatly between individuals, even in the
sane famly; and

VWHEREAS, People living with myotonic dystrophy experience varied and
conplex synptons, from skeletal nuscle problens, to heart, breathing,
di gestive, hornonal, speech and swal |l ow ng, diabetic, imune, excessive
daytinme sleepiness, and early cataracts and vision challenges, as well
as cognitive difficulties; and



VWHEREAS, Mot oni ¢ dystrophy synptons usually becone nore severe with
each generation, yet there is currently no cure and there are no
approved treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, Over 35 biopharnmaceutical conpanies are |eading prom sing
research which may result in new treatnents for nyotonic dystrophy, and
one day, a cure; and

WHEREAS, It 1is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition, and nore nust be done to increase activity at
the | ocal, state and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenmber 15, 2022, as
Myotoni ¢ Dystrophy Awareness Day in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



