Senate Resolution No. 1328
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG Robert W Van Pelt upon the occasi on of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Robert W
Van Pelt upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Retired Command Sergeant Major Robert W Van Pelt proudly
served his country for 42 years as a nenber of the United States Arny in
nunerous assignnents in the Active Arny, Arny National Guard and Arny
Reserve from 1969 until his retirenent in June 2011; and

VWHEREAS, Robert W Van Pelt began his illustrious mlitary career as
a draftee in March of 1969; while attending Basic Training at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina, he reenlisted and selected Fixed Station
Automatic Digital Network Technical Controller as hi s Mlitary
Qccupation Specialty; and

VWHEREAS, After conpleting school, Robert W Van Pelt was assigned to
the First Signal Brigade, Phu Lam Republic of Vietnam serving from
February of 1970 to February of 1971; following his tour in Vietnam he
was assigned to the United States Arny Strategi ¢ Communi cati ons Command
at Canp Darby, Coltano, Italy, until Decenber of 1971; and

VWHEREAS, Robert W Van Pelt then left active duty and joined the New
York Army National Guard where he served as a Miultichannel Radio Chief
W th t he 187th Si gnal G oup; sonme years later, civilian job
opportunities took himto Tennessee where he continued his Arnmy career
serving as the Communi cations Chief for Conpany A, 3/109 Arnor with the
Tennessee Arny National Guard; and

VWHEREAS, After returning to New York, Robert W Van Pelt rejoined
the New York Arny National Guard where he rose through the ranks to
Sergeant Major in March of 1987, and served as the operations Sergeant
Maj or for the 187th Signal Brigade; and

WHEREAS, Appointed to Command Sergeant Major in Cctober of 1991,



this brave soldier served as the Command Sergeant Major for the 242nd
Signal Battalion, 1-101st Cavalry, 187th Signal Brigade, 53rd Troop

Command, and managed the Enpire State MIlitary Acadeny Signal School in
Far m ngdal e, Long Isl and; and

VWHEREAS, Command Sergeant Maj or Robert W Van Pelt's | eadership and
duty performance resulted in his selection as the D vision Conmmand
Sergeant Major for the historic 42nd Infantry (Rainbow) Division in
1998; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, his distinguished Arny career culmnated in
June of 2001, with his appointnent as the Comrand Sergeant Mjor for the
New York National Guard, the esteenmed position he held until his
retirement in June of 2011; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmtnment to serving his
country and fellow Veterans, Robert W Van Pelt accepted a position as
the New York National Guard Enpl oyer Support of the GGuard and Reserve
program manager; in this capacity, he was instrunental in devel opi ng and
mai nt ai ni ng t he NYNG Job Zone website and was able to foster
rel ati onshi ps between Veteran friendly enployers and the Reserve
Component s; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s extraordi nary man also established a strong
relationship with the U 'S Chanber of Comerce which led to his
organi zation of 27 job fairs for Servicenenbers, Veterans and their
fam |y menbers throughout New York State; furthernore, he has attended
countl ess Yell ow Ri bbon events for both deploying and returning Sol diers
across New York State; and

WHEREAS, Even after retiring in June of 2017, Robert W Van Pelt
continues to attend these Yellow R bbon events in support of our
Servicenenbers and also gave tirelessly of his tine and energies as a
New York National Guard Transition Assistant Advisor, aiding New York
GQuardsnmen in their transition from Arny service; and

WHEREAS, Robert W Van Pelt 1is a longtine volunteer serving the
Capital District of New York Chapter of the Association of the United
States Arny (AUSA); he started his |eadership role with the Chapter
serving as the Chapter Treasurer for four vyears (2008-2012) and then
serving as the President for six years (2012-2018); and

WHEREAS, Today, Robert W Van Pelt continues his vol unteer support
to his AUSA chapter serving as the 1st VP (Menbership) and Chapter
Executive Director; he is also the nenbership chairman for the 1st
Signal Brigade Association, a nationw de organization; and

VWHEREAS, Robert W Van Pelt's selfless service also extends into the
| ocal comunities where, since 1997, he has served as the chairman of
the grants conmttee of the National Guard and Naval Mlitia Relief
Soci ety of New York, Inc., an organization that supports nenbers of the
New York State Mlitia in need; he is also a nenber of the Saratoga
County Chanber of Conmerce Veterans Busi ness Council and serves on the
Gerald B.H  Sol onon Saratoga National Cenetery Volunteer Conmittee; and



VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Robert W Van Pelt denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; our Nation's
Vet erans deserve to be recognized, commended and thanked by the people

of the State of New York for their service and for their dedication to
their communities, their State and their Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Robert W Van Pelt upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Robert W Van Pelt.



