Senat e Resol ution No. 1227
BY: Senat or COONEY

MOURNI NG the death of Sandy Parker, |ongtine
Rochest er business community |eader, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of her conmunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Sandy Parker was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Sandy Parker, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Sandy Parker, the longtime head of the fornmer Rochester
Busi ness Alliance and one of the nost influential forces in the region,
di ed on Saturday, June 5, 2021, at the age of 75; and

WHEREAS, A key player in formng what is now known as the Geater
Rochester Chanber of Commerce, Sandy Parker, who as head of the
nonprofit busi ness or gani zati on I ndustri al Managenent Counci I,
orchestrated a nerger between her group and what was then the G eater
Rochester Metro Chanmber of Commerce in 2002; and

VWHEREAS, Under the able | eadership of Sandy Parker, the two groups
conbined the following year to formthe Rochester Business Alliance,
whi ch was | ater rebranded as the G eater Rochester Chanber of Commerce;
and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, nelding the chanber, which pronotes |oca
busi nesses, and the council, which provided human resources services and
training to area businesses, effectively made the Rochester Business
Al'liance a stronger advocate for the area's business community and an
influential force in a wde range of conmmunity matters, including
educat i on poli ci es, publicly-financed construction projects, and
skyrocketing health care costs; and

WHEREAS, As President of the newy fornmed Rochester Business
Al'li ance, Sandy Parker was known as a facilitator and an astute dipl omat
who was skilled at coaching, cueing and coddling a vast collection of
Rochest er busi nesses, fromlarge and small manufacturers to health care
conpani es, educat i onal institutions, nonprofit organizations, and
retailers; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2006, Sandy Parker brokered another nerger that saw the
al l'i ance absorb the nonprofit business collective, Runp G oup, which was
headed by |ocal developer and entrepreneur, John "Dutch" Sumrers, who
she would later nmarry; and

WHEREAS, |In her capacity as President of the Rochester Business



Al'liance, Sandy Parker served with |loyalty, honor and distinction, and
was renowned for her ability to pull together different sectors of the

comunity, ear ni ng the admration, esteem and affection of her
col | eagues; and

WHEREAS, An wunsung hero in the Geater Rochester comunity, Sandy
Par ker contributed her tinme, resources, and expertise to countless
phi | ant hropi ¢ and econom ¢ devel opnment initiatives; in partnership with
her husband, her <contributions to, and passion for, educat i onal
endeavors were unmat ched; and

WHEREAS, Countless young m nds were shaped and enhanced due to the
generosity of this truly extraordi nary woman, who saw these kids through
from granmar school to their college graduations; she quietly seeded
goodness throughout the Rochester community for decades, sitting on
dozens of boards and councils, never seeking attention or recognition;
and

WHEREAS, In addition, Sandy Parker was a warrior and chanpion for
enpl oyers in the G eater Rochester comunity, helping lead the region
through challenging tines; she was ever vigilant in ensuring the
busi ness conmunity was heard by | ocal |eaders and that they responded to
t he needs of the |ocal econony; and

VWHEREAS, Sandy Parker's infinite selflessness and benevolence wll
shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight and
strength will forever serve as a beacon of |love, light and hope to the
countl ess lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Sandy Parker |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng woman; she wl|
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Sandy Parker, and to express its deepest condol ences
to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Sandy Parker.



