Senate Resolution No. 1027
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

CELEBRATING the |life and acconplishnments of Dr.
M chael Thonney

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our comunity who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
i npact on the lives of its residents; Dr. M chael Thonney was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Dr. Mchael Thonney, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mchael Larry Thonney of Ithaca, New York, died on
Friday, April 23, 2021 at the age of 71; and

WHEREAS, Rai sed on a farmin eastern WAshi ngton where he had a snall
flock of Hanpshire sheep, Mchael Thonney received his Bachelor of
Science degree in Aninmal Sciences fromWshington State University in
1971; and

VWHEREAS, After obtaining his M5 (1973) and PhD (1975) degrees in
nutrition at the University of Mnnesota, Dr. Mchael Thonney began his
illustrious career as an Assistant Professor of Animal Science at
Cornell University, attaining the rank of Professor in 1988; and

WHEREAS, Dr. M chael Thonney has directed the Cornell Sheep Program
since 1998, including najor decisions associated with the 300- to
500-ewe fl ock managed under the STAR accel erated | anbing system and

WHEREAS, |In addition, Dr. M chael Thonney served as his departnent's
alternate senator for both the university and coll ege faculty senates;
he also served as the Director of G aduat e St udi es for t he
cross-departnental Field of Animal Science at Cornell University since
January of 2013; and

WHEREAS, Deeply committed to the viability of small |ivestock farns,
Dr. Mchael Thonney's initial sheep research centered around out of
season breeding, w nter grazing and the devel opnent of econonical feed
rations using byproduct feeds high in fernmentable fiber; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, when the Cornell Sheep Flock was sharply
reduced in 2016, Dr. M chael Thonney instigated it's nove directly onto
canpus and piloted practical nethods to wuse neat sheep breeds for
commerci al sheep dairying; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to the sheep and
agriculture industry, Dr. Mchael Thonney established an on-canpus,
student - operated sheep dairy facility, providing his own funds for
initial equi prent, building a mlking platform from scratch and



convincing a teamof volunteers to renodel the defunct Stevenson Road
Sheep Facility; and

VWHEREAS, Today, through this extraordinary program countless
students, many with no previous farm experience, have learned to mlKk
sheep, nmonitor lanbing and artificially raise |anbs; and

VWHEREAS, Over the years, Dr. M chael Thonney published extensively
on bi ol ogy and managenent of beef cattle and sheep in aninal-related
journals and gave nunerous invited presentations in Scotland, New
Zeal and, Australia, Canada, and the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Through the tireless efforts of Dr. Mchael Thonney the
Cornell sheep flock and Cornell solar farns have been instrunmental in
increasing |ivestock farner knowl edge, as well as ways to diversify
i ncome through the use of l|ivestock, conbining neat with dairy, and the
co-location with New York State renewabl e energy projects; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. M chael Thonney's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to
the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Dr. M chael Thonney | eaves behind a |l egacy which wll |ong
endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng man; he wl|
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the Ilife of Dr. Mchael Thonney, and express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Dr. M chael Thonney.



