Senate Resolution No. 1012
BY: Senat or SERRANO

MOURNI NG the death of Mary Eileen Fitzgerald, a
dedi cated Bronxite, pioneering and distinguished
detective wth the NYPD, and devoted nenber of the
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those individuals whose conm tnent and service have greatly
contributed to the betternent of their community and the entire State of
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald, a resident of Roosevelt |Island,
di ed on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at the age of 98; and

WHEREAS, Born in the Bronx on January 17, 1923, to parents who
imm grated fromlreland, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald was a |ife-tine resident
of New York City; she rose from hunbl e begi nnings; her nother fanously
arrived from Ireland with $1.25 to her nanme and her father passed away
suddenly during the throes of the Depression when she was only 15; and

WHEREAS, After high school graduation, WMary Eileen Fitzgerald
forwent an opportunity to attend Hunter College to join the workforce to
support herself and her nother; she operated a conptoneter, an early
mechani cal cal cul ati ng machine, making little noney and providing little
opportunity for advancenent; her interest was piqued when a coworker one
day suggested that she take the exam for policewonen; and

WHEREAS, | n 1952, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald took her Cvil Service test
to becone a police officer, marking only the second tine that wonen had
been eligible to test for police positions; today, the NYPD counts over
6,500 fermal e officers anong its ranks; she scored highly on her exam
was fast-tracked through the police acadeny and sworn in as a menber of
the New York Police Departnent in Decenber of 1952; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald led a pioneering and illustrious
31-year career serving the citizens of New York with the NYPD, she broke
down barriers on the Pickpocket Squad and then in the Intelligence
Di vision; she was pronoted to Detective in 1959, and pronoted again to
Det ective Second G ade in 1968; and

VWHEREAS, WMary Eileen Fitzgerald also won the June 1971 "Cop of the
Mont h" award, served in the Bureau of Policewonen, the Queens District
Attorney's Squad, the Special Frauds Squad and the O fice of the Chief
of Detectives; and

WHEREAS, During her tinme in the NYPD, WMary Eileen Fitzgerald was
tasked wth protecting several of the 20th Century's nobst iconic wonen,
fromlsrael's Prine Mnister Golda Meir and Queen Sophia of Spain, to
First Ladi es Jacki e Kennedy, Lady Bird Johnson and Nancy Reagan; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald retired fromthe NYPD in 1983 at the



age of 60 to her residence on Roosevelt Island where she renmained active
I n volunteer work both on Roosevelt I|Island and in Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, In 2018, this distinguished Legislative Body recognized
Mary Eileen Fitzgerald as a New York State Wonman of Distinction for her
pi oneering career and lifelong dedication to her conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Mary Eileen Fitzgerald is survived by her nephews, Peter,
Mar k, and Vi ncent; niece, Jeanne; two grand-ni eces, Lauren and Marissa
Fitzgerald; and grand-nephew, John Fitzgerald, as well as countless
friends and nei ghbors who will long cherish her nenory; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Mary Eileen Fitzgerald, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Mary Eil een Fitzgerald.



