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January 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to require the departnent of health of the state of New York to
conduct a study of the effects of racial and ethnic disparities on
infant nortality and prepare and subnit a report to the governor and
the legislature; and to repeal section 2500-1 of the public health | aw
relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2500-1 of the public health law, as added by a
chapter of the laws of 2020 anending the public health law relating to
requiring the departnent of health of the state of New York to conduct a
study of the effects of racial and ethnic disparities on infant nortal-
ity and prepare and subnit a report to the governor and the | egislature,
as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.6662 and A 6987-A is
REPEALED.

§ 2. Study of the effects of racial and ethnic disparities on infant
nmortality. 1. The department of health shall conduct a study on the
effects of racial and ethnic disparities on infant nortality. The
pur pose of the study shall be to:

(a) identify statewide and regional infant death rates, trends,
patterns, and racial and ethnic disparities in adverse birth outcones;
and

(b) provided that the departnment shall use its best efforts, identify
medi cal, non-nedical, and systemrelated factors that may have contrib-
uted to infant deaths and treatnent disparities to the extent practica-
bl e; and

(c) review the extent to which racial and ethnic disparities in infant
nortality in a geographic area indicate the need to increase access to
health care services in that area; and
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(d) identify ways to reduce or elimnate racial and ethnic disparities
that contribute to infant nortality.

2. In conducting the study, the departnent of health may seek the
advi ce of persons specializing in the fields of neonatal and post neona-
tal pathology, maternal and infant health, mnority health advocacy, or
other related fields.

3. Wthin eighteen nonths after the effective date of this section
the departnment of health shall prepare and submt to the governor, the
temporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the
mnority | eader of the senate and the minority | eader of the assenmbly a
report containing the study's findings concerning the effects of racial
and ethnic disparities on infant nortality and recomendations for
| egislative or other actions that can be undertaken to:

(a) reduce infant nortality and inprove birth outconmes in the state;

(b) reduce or elimnate racial and ethnic disparities that contribute
to infant nortality; and

(c) increase access to health care services in the state

4. The departnment of health may prepare and submit additional reports
when the departnent deens it appropriate, and each report, with the
exception of the first report prepared under this section, shall addi-
tionally identify the extent to which the departnment's prior recomenda-
tions have been successfully inplenented in practice and the apparent
i mpact that the inplenmentation of such recommended changes has had on
infant nortality in the precedi ng years.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2020 anending the public health |aw
relating to requiring the department of health of the state of New York
to conduct a study of the effects of racial and ethnic disparities on
infant nortality and prepare and submit a report to the governor and the
| egislature, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S 6662 and
A. 6987- A, takes effect.



