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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefiled)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend a chapter of the laws of 2020 relating to directing the
office of fire prevention and control within the division of honeland
security and energency services to form a task force and issue a
report relating to volunteer firefighter recruitnent and retention, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.7589-B and A 9779-A, in
relation to the New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnment and
retention task force and to the effectiveness of the provisions there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1 and 2 of a chapter of the |Iaws of 2020 relating
to directing the office of fire prevention and control within the divi-
sion of honeland security and energency services to forma task force
and issue a report relating to volunteer firefighter recruitnment and
retention, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S 7589-B and
A . 9779-A, are anended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnment and
retention task force. There is hereby created the volunteer firefighter
recruitment and retention task force whose nenbership shall consist of
the chair to be appointed by the governor; the state fire adm nistrator
or his or her designee; the comm ssioner of education or his or her
desi gnee; the chancellor of the state university of New York or his or
her designee; the conm ssioner of taxation and finance or his or her
desi gnee; the conm ssioner of |abor or his or her designee; nine nenbers

appoi nted by the governor:; the president of the Fireman's Association of
the State of New York or his or her designee; the president of the Asso-
ciation of Fire Districts or his or her designee; the president of the
New York State Association of Fire Chiefs or his or her designee; the
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president of the New York State Fire Coordinators or his or her desig-
nee; two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two
menbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; one nenber appointed
by the mninority |eader of the senate; and one nmenber appointed by the
mnority | eader of the assenbly. The task force shall report to the
governor, the speaker of the assenmbly and the tenporary president of the
senate no later than one year after the effective date of this act.
Such report shall include, but not be Ilimted to, reconmrendations
concerni ng:

1. Firefighter 1 training, and all other firefighter training offered
by the office of fire prevention and control, and delivery nmethods to
enhance and streamine training including the use of distance | earning;

2. The utilization of conmunity coll eges, BOCES or state accredited
hi gh schools to train firefighters and the creation of pilot progranms
within comunity colleges or BOCES that will offer Firefighter 1 certif-
i cati on upon conpl etion;

3. The feasibility and necessity of creation of a [dedieated] bureau
within the office of fire prevention and control responsible for
recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters;

4. Tax incentives and volunteer firefighter benefits currently
provi ded and recommendations as to these or new prograns;

5. Analysis of current recruitment and retention prograns successfully
being utilized by other states and reconmendations as to adoption of
simlar prograns in New York; and

6. ldentification and recruitnment incentives to assist in the recruit-
ment of volunteer firefighters fromunder-represented and at-ri sk popu-
| ati ons.

Al'l appointees of the task force shall be nade no | ater than [tk
sixty days after the effective date of this act. Any vacancy shall be
filled by the appointing authority. The task force shall neet as
frequently as deened necessary prior to issuing its recomendati ons. The
menbers of the task force shall serve without compensation, except that
menbers shall be allowed their necessary and actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties under this section. The office of fire
prevention and control wthin the departnment of honeland security and
energency services shall provide the task force with such facilities,
assistance, and data as wll enable such task force to carry out its
powers and duties wthin reason.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed [ Decenber—31—2021] April 1, 2022
§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same

manner as a chapter of the laws of 2020 relating to directing the office
of fire prevention and control within the division of honeland security
and energency services to forma task force and issue a report relating
to volunteer firefighter recruitnent and retention, as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S.7589-B and A. 9779-A, takes effect.



