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STATE OF NEW YORK

9676

| N ASSEMBLY

March 28, 2022

Introduced by M of A SIMON -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Mental Health

AN ACT to require the New York State Ofice of Mental Health to study
the effects that awareness of or exposure to police shootings or kill-
ings of unarmed African Americans has on the nental health of African
Anericans in New York state and to deliver a finding of the results of
such study to the governor and the |egislative | eaders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The New York State Office of Mental Health shall conduct a
study of the effects that awareness of or exposure to police shootings
or killings of unarned African Americans has on the nental health of
African Americans in New York state. The study shall

(a) identify the nental health risks and harm that awareness of or
exposure to police shootings or killings of unarmed African Anericans
has on the self-reported nental health of adults in the state;

(b) conpare the differences between the self-reported nmental health of

African Americans aware of or exposed to such shootings or killings with
the self-reported nmental health of other ethnic or racial groups aware
of or exposed to such shootings or killings, including but not linited

to Hispanic or Latino, Black, Wiite, Asian or Pacific |Islander groups;

(c) in assessing such harmor risks, utilize data fromthe Centers of
Di sease Control, the Prevention Behavioral R sk Factor Surveillance
System (PBRFSS), and the Mapping Police Violence (MPV); database

(d) contain reconmendations as to howto increase accessibility and
affordability of nmental health professionals for racial and ethnic
m norities, including African Anmericans; and

(e) contain recomendations as to how to decrease stigma, if any, of
mental health and nental health treatnment in racial and ethnic mnority,
i ncluding African American, conmunities.

2. No later than January 1, 2023 the New York State O fice of Menta
Heal th shall prepare and subnit to the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the nmnority |eader of the
senate and the minority | eader of the assenbly, a report containing the
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study's findings and recomendation for |legislative or other actions

that can be undertaken to address the nental
tified by the study.

health risks and harm i den-

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.



