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STATE OF NEW YORK

9637

| N ASSEMBLY

March 28, 2022

I ntroduced by M of A LUNSFORD -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education |law and the state finance law, in relation
to establishing the coormunity literacy fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 102 to

read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 102
COVMUNI TY LI TERACY PROGRANMS
Section 5050. Definitions.
5051. Grants.
5052. Report.

8 5050. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Eligible agency" neans:

(a) an organization having tax exenpt status under section 501(c) of
the United States Internal Revenue Code which provides adult education
and literacy services to residents of the state of New York and which
utilizes volunteers to directly provide such services; or

(b) an organi zation having tax exenpt status under section 501(c) of
the United States Internal Revenue Code whose prinmary purpose is provid-
ing adult education and literacy services which provides other adult
literacy organizations with technical assistance, including training,
data reporting, or operational assistance.

2. "Adult education and literacy services" neans services which assi st
adults in acquiring the necessary basic skills needed to be productive

workers, famly nenbers, and citizens, including but not limted to,
reading, witing, math, English | anguage proficiency, and problemsolv-
ing skills.

8 5051. Grants. 1. The comm ssioner shall be authorized to make grants
to eligible agencies that conduct comunity literacy prograns from funds
held within the community literacy fund pursuant to section ninety-nine-
oo of the state finance law in accordance with the procedures set forth

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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by this section. No for-profit agency or institution nay act as the
fiscal agent of any grant receivable under the provisions of this
section.

2. Eligible agencies shall subnit proposals to the conni ssioner to
fund authorized expenditures in support of commnity literacy prograns.
Such proposals shall be in a formand shall be submitted on a schedule
prescribed by the conm ssioner.

3. The conm ssioner shall adopt rules and requlations to establish
eligibility criteria and procedures for the award of such grants and to
otherwi se inplenent the provisions of this section. The conmmi ssioner
shall award grants using the eligibility criteria established in requ-
lation and shall deternmine the anbunt of each grant award.

4. Subject to the availability of funds for such purpose, upon
approval of a proposal by the commissioner, the conm ssioner shal
distribute the grant allocation according to a schedule prescribed by
the conm ssioner.

5. The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations to create a
reporting schedule for the agencies who receive grants pursuant to this
section. Data to be reported by agencies who are eligible pursuant to
paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section five thousand fifty of this
article shall allow recipients to show the inpact of their work on indi-
viduals, based upon their needs and goals. and may include educationa

gain, civic participation, digital literacy skills mastery, inproved
health literacy, inproved financial literacy, and engagenent in chil-
dren's schooling. Agencies who are eligible pursuant to paraaraph (a) of

subdi vi si on one of section five thousand fifty of this article shal
report inpact data.

8 b5052. Report. On or before January first, two thousand twenty-three
and by January first of each year thereafter, the comissioner shal
submit to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly a report describing and evaluating the conmmunity
literacy programs funded pursuant to this article.

§ 2. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 99-00 to
read as foll ows:

8 99-00. Community literacy fund. 1. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, rule, requlation or practice to the contrary, there is
hereby established in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the
commi ssioner of education a comunity literacy fund, which shall consi st

of all noneys appropriated to the fund by the departnent of education
and all noneys collected from individuals for the inplenentation of
comunity Jliteracy prograns as specified in article one hundred two of

the education | aw.

2. Moneys within the comunity literacy fund shall be nade available
to the conmi ssioner of education to provide grants to eligible agencies,
as such term is defined pursuant to subdivision one of section five
thousand fifty of the education law, in accordance with the regulations
set forth in article one hundred two of the education |aw

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




