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STATE OF NEW YORK

9292

| N ASSEMBLY

February 23, 2022

Introduced by M of A DeSTEFANO -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Labor

AN ACT to anmend the cannabis law, in relation to excluding firefighters
and their operational nenmbers fromthe pernissive use of marijuana

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the cannabis law is anmended by adding two new
subdi vi sions 25-a and 25-b to read as foll ows:

25-a. "Exenpt fire agency" neans a fire departnment of a city, nunici-
pality, village, town or other governnental subdivision that provides
fire and energency services or other safety sensitive tasks to provide
public safety to a community.

25-b. "Exenpt enployee" neans an enployee, paid or unpaid, of an
exenpt fire agency whose work responsibilities are tasks that inpact the
safety of a mitigation effort or the safety of other enployees. Activ-
ities may include, but shall not be linmted to, driving and operating
fire apparatus, operating in imediately dangerous to life atnobspheres,
establishing and operating hose lines, perfornming all manner of rescue
activities, and delivering energency nedical care to the sick or
i njured.

§ 2. Section 127 of the cannabis |law is anended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. (a) For the purpose of assuring the safety of other firefighters,
the public and the protection of their greater community, this section
shall not apply to an exenpt enployee of an exenpted fire agency. Addi -
tionally, an exenpt fire agency shall be entitled to take all reasonable
neasures to be assured there is no risk of cannabis inpairnent of its
exenpt enployees, including but not limted to, preenploynent testing.
randomdrug tests and testing for cause for the presence of evidence of
cannabi s use by the nenber in accordance with current federal standards.

(b) Any exenpt enployee of an exenpt fire agency that is prescribed
cannabis for nedical purposes shall be required to imediately report
their prescription to the exenpt fire agency who shall consult with the
exenpt fire agency's nedical director to nmake a determination of the
exenpt enployee's fitness for duty and a need to be placed on
restriction.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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