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STATE OF NEW YORK

8781

| N ASSEMBLY

January 12, 2022

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anmend the mental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
council for treatnment equity within the office of addiction services
and supports

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 19.45 of the nental hygiene |law, as added by a
chapter of the |aws of 2021 anending the nental hygiene lawrelating to
establishing a council for treatnent equity wthin the office of
addi ction services and supports, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 679-A and A 1927-A, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 19.45 The council for treatnent equity.

1. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Council" shall mean the council for treatnent equity, within the
office of addiction services and supports, created pursuant to this
section which shall consist of a [fs#+—ire] director and any additiona

full or part-tine staff the commi ssioner deenms necessary to effectuate
the provisions of this section.
(b) [“Treatment equity advi

£e+] "Vulnerable populations” shall nean those who have experienced
i njustices and di sadvantages as a result of their race, ethnicity, sexu-
al orientation, gender identity, disability status, age, socioecononic
status and/or any other status which has caused a person to experience
i njustices and di sadvant ages.

[5] (c) "Racially and ethnically diverse areas" shall nmean counties
where the non-white population is forty percent or nore or the service
area of an agency, corporation, facility or individual providing
substance wuse disorder services where the non-white popul ation of said
area is forty percent or nore.

[£3] (d) "Provider of services" shall nean any agency, corporation,
facility or individual providing substance use disorder services to
vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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[(5] (e) "Treatnment disparities"” shall nean neasurable differences in
access to and quality of substance use disorder services as determ ned
by race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability
status, age and soci oeconom c status.

[(] (f) "Treatnent equity" shall nean achieving the highest |evel of
substance wuse disorder services for all people and shall entail focused
efforts to address avoidable inequalities by equalizing those conditions
for substance use disorder services for those that have experienced
i njustices and soci oecononi ¢ di sadvant ages.

2. The «council for treatnment equity. There is hereby created, within

the office of addiction services and supports, a council for treatnent
equity. The council, in conjunction with the [{+reatrwent—eguity—advi-sory
beard] behavioral health services advisory council, shall have the

foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(a) Work collaboratively with [the—ofiice—other] relevant state agen-
cies, [the] local governmental [wwit] wunits as defined in article
forty-one of +this chapter and other affected stakehol ders, including,
but not limted to, providers to and representatives of vul nerabl e popu-
lations, in order to set priorities to achieve treatnent equity in both
racial and ethnically diverse areas and for vul nerable popul ations
t hroughout the state;

(b) Analyze collected data to determine the causes of treatnent
disparities in both racially and ethnically diverse areas and for
vul nerabl e popul ati ons throughout the state, including any economc,
physical, social or cultural barriers;

(c) Develop and inplement strategies ained at achieving treatnent
equity in racially and ethnically diverse areas and anong vulnerable
popul ati ons;

(d) Pronote conmmunity invol verrent by conducting pronotional and educa-
tional outreach prograns regardi ng substance use di sorders and avail abl e
services; and

(e) Review the inpact of current laws, rules, regul ations, policies
and prograns that may be affecting the ability to achieve treatnent
equity.

3. [ Fhe—treotrept——eguity—advi-sory—board—fa—Thetreatpent—egui-by
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4-] Report. The council shall submit a witten report to the governor
the tenmporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly no
| ater than one year succeeding the effective date of this section and
annual ly thereafter, setting forth the findings, reconmendations and
activities of the council on matters within the scope of its powers and
duties as set forth in this section.

8§ 2. Subdivisions (a), (b), (e) and (f) of section 5.06 of the nmental
hygiene law, as added by section 2 of part N of chapter 56 of the |aws
of 2012, paragraph 5 of subdivision (b) as amended by section 31 of part
AA of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2019, are anended to read as foll ows:

(a) There is hereby created within the department a behavioral health
services advisory council, the purpose of which shall be to advise the
of fices of mental health and [ alecoholismanrd—substanrce—abuse—servi-ces]
addi ction services and supports on matters relating to the provision of
behavi oral health services; issues of joint concern to the offices,
including the integration of various behavioral health services and the
integration of behavioral health services with health services; [ard]
issues related to the delivery of behavioral health services that are
responsive to local, state and federal concerns; and issues related to
treatnment disparities and treatnent equity, as defined in section 19.45
of this chapter. The council shall consist of the conm ssioners of
mental heal th and of [alecehelH-smand—substance—abuse—serveces]| addiction
services and supports, who shall not have the right to vote, the chair
of the conference of local nental hygiene directors or his or her desig-
nee, and [tweniy-—eight] thirty-two nmenbers appointed by the governor
upon the advice and consent of the senate. Menbers shall be appointed
only if they have professional knowl edge in the care of persons receiv-
ing behavioral health services, or an active interest in the behaviora
heal th services system

(b) The governor shall designate one of the nenbers of the council as
chair. At least one-half of the nenbers of the council shall not be
provi ders of behavioral health services. Menbership shall reflect a
bal anced representation of persons with interests in nental health and
subst ance use di sorder services and shall include:

(1) at least five current or forner consuners of behavioral health
servi ces;

(2) at least three individuals who are parents or relatives of current
or former consuners of behavioral health services;

(3) at least three menbers who are not providers of behavioral health
servi ces and who represent non-governmental organizations, such as not-
for-profit entities representing health or behavioral health care
enpl oyees, private payors of behavioral health services, or other organ-
i zations concerned with the provision of behavioral health services;

(4) at least five representatives of providers of services to persons

with mental illness and at least five representatives of providers of
services to persons with substance use disorders, at least two of whom
shall be physicians and at I|east one of whomshall have provided

services to veterans who served in a conbat theater or conbat zone of
oper ati ons;

(5) one nenber appointed on the recommendati on of the state director
of the division of veterans' services and one menber appointed on the
reconmendation of the adjutant general of the division of mlitary and
naval affairs, at |east one of whomshall be a current or former consum
er of nental health services or substance use disorder services who is a
veteran who has served in a conbat theater or conbat zone of operations
and is a nenber of a veterans organization;
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(6) at least three representatives of |ocal governnments or other state
and local agencies concerned wth the provision of behavioral health
services; [and]

(7) at least two menbers who are al so nmenbers of the public health and
health planning council pursuant to section two hundred twenty of the
public health law -] ; and

(8) at least four nenbers that have expertise in issues facing vul ner-
abl e popul ations, as defined in section 19.45 of this chapter, who are
receiving or seeking to receive substance use disorder services. O such
nenbers, one nenber shall be appointed by the governor at the recomen-
dation of the tenporary president of the senate, one nenber shall be
appointed by the governor at the recommendation of the minority |eader
of the senate, one nenber shall be appointed by the governor at the
reconmendation of the speaker of the assenbly and one nenber shall be
appoi nted by the governor at the recommendation of the nminority |eader
of the assenbly.

(e) The council shall establish such conmmittees as it deens necessary
to address the service needs of special populations and to address
particular subjects of inportance in the devel opnent and managenent of
behavi oral health services. Provided however, the council shall estab-
lish a committee to specifically focus on substance use disorder treat-
nment disparities that may exist for vulnerable populations, as defined
in section 19.45 of this chapter.

(f) The council may consider any natter relating to the inprovenent of
behavi oral health services in the state and shall advise the conmm ssion-
ers on any such matter, including, but not limted to:

(1) care and services to persons with behavioral health disorders,
i ncludi ng special and wunderserved populations as deternmined by the
conmi ssi oner;

(2) financing behavioral health services;

(3) integration of behavioral health services with health services;

(4) care and services for persons wth co-occurring disorders or
mul tiple disabilities;

(5) prevention of behavioral health disorders; [ard]

(6) inmprovenent of care in state operated or comunity based prograns,
recruitment, education and training of qualified direct care personnel,
and protection of the interests of enployees affected by adjustnents in
t he behavioral health service systen]{-];. and

(7) ways to achieve treatnent equity, as defined in section 19.45 of
this chapter.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sanme
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2021 anending the nental hygiene |aw
relating to establishing a council for treatment equity within the

of fice of addiction services and supports, as proposed in legislative
bills nunmbers S. 679-A and A 1927-A, takes effect.



