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STATE OF NEW YORK

8622--A

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2022

Introduced by M of A BICHOITE HERMELYN -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Consumer Affairs and Protection -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted
to said conmmittee

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to prohibiting the
use of social nmedia websites, enmail or text nessages for the purposes
of collecting debts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 601 of the general business law is anmended by
addi ng two new subdivisions 12 and 13 to read as foll ows:

12. Use a social networking website as a neans to collect on a consunmt
er claimfroma debtor. For purposes of this subdivision, "socia
net wor ki ng website" nmeans an internet-based service that allows individ-
uals to: (a) construct a public or senm -public profile within a bounded
system created by the service; (b) create a list of other wusers wth
whom they share a connection within the system and (c¢) view and nhavi -
gate their list of connections and those nade by others within the
system Provided, however, that "social networking website" shall not
include electronic mail (e-mil).

13. (a) Initiate any communication with a debtor via enmail or text
nessage as a neans to collect consuner debt. A debt collector shall not
be deened to have initiated a conmunication with a debtor if the comu-
nication by the debt collector is in response to a request nade by the
debtor for the communication or is the transmttal of nonthly statenents
related to an existing paynment plan or paynent receipts related to an
exi sting paynent plan.

(b) This subdivision shall not apply to:

(i) comunications initiated solely for the purpose of infornmng a
debtor of a reschedul ed court appearance date or discussing a nmutually
convenient date for a reschedul ed court appearance;

(ii) original creditors collecting or attenpting to collect their own
debt ;
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(iii) collecting or attenpting to collect a debt which

s, or

is

alleged to be, owed on a | oan secured by a nortgage on rea

property;

or

(iv) receiving and depositing paynents the debtor chooses to nmke.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



