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STATE OF NEW YORK

8568

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 13, 2021

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
ing the establishnment of a plant-based agriculture grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new
section 16-b to read as fol |l ows:

8 16-b. Plant-based agriculture grant program 1. For purposes of this
section, the following definitions apply:

(a) "Expert assistance" neans assistance froman agricultural scien-
tist, climatol ogist, pedologist, horticulturist, hydrologist, or agro-
nonm st for assessnent, design, planning, and best managenment practices
of a land-use transition to plant-based agriculture.

(b) "Feed crop" nmeans a crop that is grown for |ivestock consunption.

(c) "Livestock" means poultry, cattle, dairy cows, sheep, sw ne, goat,
or fish.

(d) "Plant-based agriculture"” neans any farmng that uses crops for
growing inputs for plant-based products and does not include |ivestock
farm ng, dairy, or any crop production for |ivestock feed.

(e) "Progrant neans the plant-based agriculture grant program

(f) "Technical assistance" neans outreach, education, expert assist-
ance, legal support for contractual barriers, project planning., project
design., grant application assistance, buyer expertise and packaging
assistance, project inplenentation, or project reporting assistance
provided to a farner to inprove their successful participation in the
program

(g) "Technical assistance provider" neans organizations with denpn-
strated technical expertise in designing and inplenenting agricultura
nmanagenent practices.
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(h) "Small farn neans a farmwth an annual gross cash farmincone of
less than three hundred fifty thousand dollars.

(i) "Mdsize farn neans a farmwith an annual gross cash farm.incone
bet ween three hundred fifty thousand and ni ne hundred ninety-nine thou-
sand ni ne hundred ni nety-nine dollars.

2. The departnent shall establish a plant-based agriculture grant
programto assist small and nediumsized farns transition to plant-based
agriculture. Such programshall, at a m nimum

(a) Provide grants to persons farmng on snall to midsize farms to

transition the use of the land fromraising |ivestock or grow ng feed
crops to plant-based agriculture.

(b) Devel op best practices for transitioning land used for raising
| ivestock or growing feed crops to plant-based agriculture.

(c) Provide technical assistance, in consultation wth technical
assistance providers, to persons farmng on snall to midsize farns.

3. The departnment shall require an applicant for a grant to submt the
following to the departnment in the application:

(a) a description of any crops currently produced on the farm

(b) a description of the land that will be transitioned from raising
livestock or growing feed crops to plant-based agriculture;

(c) a plan that denpnstrates how the applicant will transition such
land to plant-based agriculture using the best practices developed by
the departnent pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision two of this
section;

(d) a description of what the farmwill transition to producing using
pl ant - based agricul ture;

(e) a projected tineline for the conpletion of the transition; and

(f) any other information the departnment deens necessary.

4. Grants shall be awarded on a conpetitive basis through a request
for proposal process which shall set forth the standards for the
sel ection process, the required project proposal format, costs eligible
for funding. project inplenentation, reporting requirenents, and such
ot her provisions as the departnent nmay deem necessary or beneficial in
inpl enenting the program

5. The departnent shall require a person who receives a grant to
provide a report, in consultation with a technical assistance provider
to the departnent that denpnstrates that the grant recipient is transi-
tioning to plant-based agriculture.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




