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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 17, 2021

Introduced by M of A KELLES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT in relation to establishing the "New York Local News Act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "New York
| ocal news act".

8 2. Definitions. As used in this act:

(a) "Board of directors" or "board" neans the board of directors of
the New York conmi ssion on |ocal news and civic information

(b) "Comm ssion" neans the New York conmi ssion on |ocal news and civic
i nformati on.

(c) "In-kind contribution"” means a contribution of goods or services,
ot her than a cash grant.

(d) "Local conmunity organi zation" nmeans a |ocally-based organization
serving a comunity of people having shared interests that is incorpo-
rated, organized, and operated in such a manner as to qualify as a
nonprofit corporation described in section 501(c)(3) of the federa
I nternal Revenue Code, 26 U S.C. 501(c)(3).

(e) "Menber university" means the University of the State of New York
and the Gty University of New York.

8 3. New York conmission on local news and civic information estab-
I'i shed. There is hereby established the New York commi ssion on | oca
news and civic information which shall consist of the menber wuniversi-
ties. The purpose of the conmi ssion shall be to advance research and
innovation in the field of nedia and technology to benefit the state's
civic life and evol ving infornati on needs.

§ 4. Board of directors. (a) The comm ssion shall have a board of
directors that shall set strategic priorities and netrics to guide the
comm ssion's grant-nmaking and other initiatives, as well as to approve
grants.
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(b) The board of directors shall consist of 17 nmenbers as foll ows:

(i) two nenbers appoi nted by the governor;

(ii) two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate,
and one nenber appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;

(iii) two nmenmbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, and one
menber appointed by the minority | eader of the assenbly;

(iv) five menbers appointed by the chancellor of the state university
of New York and the chancellor of the city university of New York, each
of whom shall have background or experience in the field of journalism
medi a, or technol ogy; and

(v) four nenbers appointed by a majority vote of the eleven board
menbers appoi nted pursuant to paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subdi-
vi sion, of which

(1) one nmenber shall represent the nmedia sector

(2) one menber shall represent the technol ogy sector; and

(3) two nenbers, not enployed by the state or a nenber university at
the time of the nenber's appointnent, shall have denonstrated a record
of conmitnment to public service and understand the inportance of nedia
and technology to the state's future.

(c) Each board nenber shall serve a termof four vyears, except that
the nmenber representing the New York nmedia sector shall serve an initial
term of one year and the nmenber representing the New York technol ogy
sector shall serve an initial termof two years. No board nenber shal
serve nore than two four-year terns. |In the appointment of nenbers to
the board, every effort shall be mde to strive for diversity and
bal ance of representation according to gender, race, ethnicity, and
geography within any limts allowed under law. Any vacancies in the
appoi nted nmenbership of the board occurring other than by expiration of
termshall be filled in the same manner as the original appointnment, but
for the unexpired termonly. Board nenbers shall serve without conpen-
sation but nmay be reinbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties within the linmts of funds available to the
boar d.

8 5. Executive director. (a) The board shall appoint and enpl oy an
executive director and fix the executive director's conpensation and
conditions of enploynent. The executive director shall be the chief
executive, adninistrative, and operational officer of the comm ssion and
shal |l direct and supervise the administrative affairs and the genera
managenent of the comm ssion. The executive director shall oversee the
conmm ssion's day-to-day operations, which includes working wth the
board to neet the conmission's goals and grant-nmaking requirenments,
hiring and nmanagi ng programofficers and adm nistrative staff pursuant
to subdivision (b) of this section, acting as spokesperson for the
comm ssion's work, and raising funds fromexternal sources. The execu-
tive director shall attend all neetings of the board.

(b) (i) The executive director shall enploy programofficers who shal
be experienced practitioners with a strong understanding of the nedia or
civic technology fields. The executive director shall strive to appoint
program officers that represent the state's racial, ethnic, gender, and
geographic diversity wthin any limts allowed under |aw. The program
of ficers shall nanage the grant-maki ng process, in accordance wth the
comm ssion's goals. The grant-making process shall include soliciting,
reconmendi ng, and processing grant proposals, working with grantees to
ensure work on grant project ideas, and directing public engagenent and
eval uation efforts.
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(ii) The executive director shall enmploy no nore than three admnis-
trative staff to provide operational support for the comm ssion, includ-
ing office managenent, support for the executive director and program
of ficers, coordination anobng nenber universities, payment to grantees,
human resources, and | ogistics.

(c) To save on startup, operating, and ongoing admi nistrative costs,
one nmenber university shall be responsible for housing the conmi ssion
and providi ng back-office support.

§ 6. Collaboration anong menber universities. The conm ssion shall be
a collaborative effort anmong the menber universities. Each nenber
university shall focus its initiatives on one area of expertise and the
board of directors shall decide on each nenber wuniversity's focus of
expertise in order to allow for greater collaboration anmong nenber
uni versities, decrease conpetition for grants, and reduce redundancy of
efforts. Menber wuniversities may collaborate on projects together, as
wel | as seek out other acadenmic institutions to partner with on seeking
grants.

§ 7. Eligibility for grants; project goals. (a) To be eligible for a
grant fromthe comm ssion, a grant proposal application shall include,
but not be linmted to:

(i) evidence of a collaboration between at |east one nenber of the
faculty or graduate student of a nenber wuniversity and at |east one
| ocal conmmunity organization, nedia organization, or technol ogy-based
organi zati on;

(ii) information denmonstrating that the coll aboration would be a nutu-
ally respectful partnership wherein all comunity and nmenber university
participants invest in a project designed to serve the conm ssion's
m ssion and the goals cited pursuant to subdivision (b) of this section;
and

(iii) proof that the nenber university or universities in total wll
provide an ampunt of funding or make an in-kind contribution having a
val ue that natches 10 percent of the anpunt of grant funding for which
the applicant has applied, if an application is sponsored by one or nore
menber universities. For a grant proposal application sponsored by a
menber university housing the commission and providing back-office
support, the cost of that housing and support to that nenber university
shall count towards the funding or in-kind contribution match from that
menber university.

(b) The conmm ssion shall provide grants for projects that achieve the
foll owi ng goal s:

(i) inmprove the quantity and quality of civic information in New York
conmuni ti es;

(ii) give residents enhanced access to useful governnent data and
public information through innovative applications, platforms, and tech-
nol ogi es;

(iii) train students, professionals, and comunity nenbers in the
practice of community storytelling, journalism and nmedia production;

(iv) becone sustainable wthout governnent support while offering
substantial civic information;

(v) better neet the information needs of |owinconme conmunities and
racial and ethnic comunities that have been underserved by the nedi a;
and

(vi) invest in research and practices that <can help mnedia outlets
becone nore closely connected to their audi ences and nore sustainabl e
wi t hout governnent support.
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8 8. Grant agreenment. A grant issued by the conm ssion shall be in the

formof a grant agreenent. A grant agreenent shall include a provision
establishing a set of netrics for assessing the goals contained in the
agreenment to ensure evaluation of a grantee project on how well those

metrics are being met and any other rel evant accountability measures.
The set of nmetrics shall be established by the board in conjunction with

the executive director and program officers. The agreenent shall include
the expectations stated between the conm ssion and the grantee, which
shall include, but not be limted to, a statenent that:

(a) the grantee shall be independent fromthe influence of the state,
a menber university, and any other grantor or contributor of funds or
out si de source; and

(b) any grantor or other contributor of funds to the grantee shal
acknow edge in witing the grantor's or contributor's understanding that
the grant or donation does not entitle the grantor or contributor to
dictate or influence the content of any work the grantee produces or nay
produce.

8 9. Annual report to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, and the speaker of the assenbly; public hearings. (a) The
comm ssion shall annually report to the governor and to the tenporary
president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly, on the activ-
ities of the conmission and nake the report available on the conm s-
sion's website. Such report shall include, but not be linmted to:

(i) alist of all grant applicants and approved grant applicants;

(ii) the grant ampunts of approved grant applicants;

(iii) the anpbunt of matching funds and types of in-kind contributions
provi ded to approved grant applicants; and

(iv) a status report on the activities funded by an approved grant
appl i cant.

(b) The conmmi ssion shall nake available on its website its grant-nmak-
ing criteria and other rel evant docunents.

(c) The board, in conjunction with the executive director and program
officers, shall hold one public hearing annually in the northern
central, and southern regions of the state. The public hearings shal
provide a forumfor the board to report on how the public funds that the
comm ssion receives are spent and to gather public input on what the
comm ssion's nission should be and whether the comm ssion is neeting its
m ssion. Public input shall be used to assess whether the conm ssion's
grant-nmaki ng netrics and process for issuing grants needs to be changed.

8 10. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately.



