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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Cct ober 20, 2021

Introduced by M of A GALLAGHER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Election Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to providing for the
appoi ntment and renoval of conmi ssioners of election; and to repeal
certain provisions of the election law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The section heading of section 3-200 of the el ection |aw,
as anmended by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

Boards of elections; creation, qualifications of conm ssioners|-
ehmvat] .

§ 2. Subdivision 7 of section 3-200 of the election |law is REPEALED

8§ 3. Section 3-202 of the election lawis anended to read as foll ows:

8 3-202. Election conmissioners; termof office. 1. The termof office
of an el ection comr ssioner shall be [twe] four years begi nning [ Jarday
fH+st] February fifteenth of [ i

a N

yeaLs—begknﬁLng—Qn—JanaaLy] iﬁé firét A[ternéte odd nunbered_&ear. [iﬁe

-]

2. The local legislative body nay, at any tine, determ ne that the
terns of office for comm ssioners shall be staggered and may nake subse-
quent appointnents so as to provide for staggered terns of office there-
after.

§ 4. Subdivision 4 of section 3-204 of the election |aw, as anmended by
chapter 116 of the laws of 2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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4. Conm ssioners of election shall be appointed by the county I egisla-
tive body, or in the city of New York, by the city council. Pr ovi ded,
however, that if a Ilegislative body shall fail to appoint any person
reconmended by a party for appointnent as a comr ssioner pursuant to
this section, wthin thirty days after the filing of a certificate of
reconmendati on with such | egislative body, then the nenbers of such
| egi slative body who are nenbers of the political party which filed such
certificate may appoint such person. And further provided, if there are
no nenbers of the legislative body who are nenbers of the politica
party which filed such certificate, the [appeinirent—shalltake—-efiesct

I . : : . ; I I I I ri

was—ied] county conmittee or such other conmittee as the rules of the
party may provide shall recommend not fewer than two additional persons
for the county legislative body to choose from I|f none of the persons
named in any of the certificates filed by a party are so appointed with-
in sixty days after the filing of any such certificate, then such party
may file another certificate within thirty days after the expiration of
any such sixty day period recomending a different person for such
appointnment. If a party fails to file a certificate within the tine
prescribed by this section, the nenbers of the |egislative body who are
menbers of such party may appoint any eligible person to such office.

8 5. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 3-206 to read
as foll ows:

§ 3-206. Election conmssioners; renoval. 1. The state board of
el ections shall have the power to renpbve the election conmm ssioner of
any county for any willful violation or neglect of duty under this chap-
ter, or willfully disobeying any |law, decision, order, settlenment, rule
or regulation of the state board of elections.

2. An election conm ssioner may be renoved fromoffice by the governor
for cause in the sane nmanner as a sheriff.

3. Any vacancy so resulting shall be filled in a manner prescribed by
this article for filling vacancies.

§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




