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AN ACT prohibiting the possession and transport of certain animals and
body parts thereof at airports and port facilities owned or operated
by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. a. As used in this section:

(1) "Big five African species" neans the African el ephant, Loxodonta
africana; African | eopard, Panthera pardus; African |lion, Panthera |eo;
bl ack rhinoceros, Diceros bicornis; and white rhinoceros, Ceratotherium
si mum

(2) "Priority species" neans any species or subspecies of wildlife
that: appears on the list of wildlife deternmined to be endangered by the
comm ssi oner of the department of environnmental conservation pursuant to
6 NYCRR §182.5(a); appears on any federal |ist of endangered or threat-
ened species, or has been proposed to be included on any such list; or
is a big five African species. "Priority species” shall include the
whol e ani mal or any part, product, egg, or offspring of such species, or
the dead body or parts thereof, excluding fossils, whether or not
i ncluded in a manufactured product or in a food product.

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other lawto the contrary,
priority species shall not be inported, exported, shipped, received,
possessed, processed, sold, offered for sale, or transported by any
individual, firm ~corporation, association, or partnership at any
airport or port facility owned or operated by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

c. Any Port Authority agent or Port Authority police officer shal
have authority to enforce the prohibition in subdivision b of this
section and, where necessary, to apply for and execute any warrant to
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search for and seize any priority species and any property or item used
in connection with a violation of subdivision b of this section

d. Unless the activity is prohibited by federal |law, the follow ng
exceptions and defenses shall apply to the prohibition in subdivision b
of this section:

(1) the priority species was lawfully | ocated or possessed within the
state of New York or the state of New Jersey prior to the effective date
of this act; or

(2) the priority species is to be nade part of a tenporary or perna-
nent collection at a nmuseumor zoo, or similar educational or research
facility, provided that the priority species is not thereafter sold,
offered for sale, traded, bartered, or distributed to any private party.

e. (1) Any priority species and any property or item used in
connection with a violation of subdivision b of this section shall be
hel d pending crimnal proceedings in any court of proper jurisdiction.

(2) A person who violates subdivision b of this section shall be guil-
ty of a class E felony and, notw thstandi ng the provisions of sections
70.00 and 80.00 of the penal |law of the state of New York to the contra-
ry, shall be subject to inprisonnent not to exceed 18 nonths and a fine
of up to $100, 000.

(3) Upon conviction, or wupon the entry of a judgnment restraining a
person fromany activity that is or would be in violation of subdivision
b of this section, any seized property shall be forfeited, and upon
forfeiture, disposed of in a manner consistent with the best interest of
the public as determ ned by the court.

(4) Any penalty inposed pursuant to this section shall be in addition
to any applicable penalty that nmay be inposed for a violation of article
11 of the environmental conservation |law, 6 NYCRR Chapter 1, and any
other applicable law, rule or regulation to the contrary.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect upon the enactnent into |aw by the
state of New Jersey of legislation having an identical effect with this
act, but if the state of New Jersey shall have already enacted such
legislation, then it shall take effect immediately; and provided that
the waterfront conmission shall notify the legislative bill drafting
comm ssi on upon the occurrence of the enactnment of the legislation
provided for in section one of this act in order that the conm ssion may
mai ntain an accurate and tinely effective data base of the official text
of laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effecting the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the
public officers |aw.



