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AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to contracts
awarded by the New York city transit authority and the metropolitan
commuter transportation authority

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 8 of section 1209 of the
public authorities law, as added by chapter 929 of the |aws of 1986, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) The authority may designate any officer or enployee to open the
bids at the time and place bids are to be opened and may designate an
officer to award the contract to the |owest responsible bidder. Such
desi gnee shall nake a record of all bids in such formand detail as the
authority shall prescribe. Al bids received shall be publicly opened
and read at the tine [ard], place and in the manner specified in the
advertisenent or specified at the tinme of solicitation, or to which the
openi ng and readi ng or posting have been adjourned by the authority,
provided that any sealed bid nmay be received and secured through an
electronic platformas pernitted by the authority, and that any sealed
bid received electronically is nade public at the sane tinme as any
conpeting paper bid. The authority shall, at mininmum provide the sane
opportunity and tinme for submtting sealed bids physically as for sealed
bids submitted electronically, and shall provide the opportunity for
bi dders to subnit sealed bids physically any tinme that it provides the
opportunity to submt sealed electronic bids. In addition, the authority
shall establish a process for accommpdating force najeure events that
prevent the subnission of a sealed electronic bid, including but not
limted to internet and power outage events, and for automatically
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confirmng receipt of any sealed electronic bid received. Al bidders
shall be notified of the tine and place of any such adjournnent.

8 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 of section 1265-a of the public
authorities law, as added by chapter 929 of the |aws of 1986, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) The authority may designate any officer or enployee to open the
bids at the tinme and place bids are to be opened and nmay desi gnate an
officer to award the contract to the |owest responsible bidder. Such
designee shall make a record of all bids in such formand detail as the
authority shall prescribe. Al bids received shall be publicly opened
and read at the tine [ard]. place and in the manner specified in the
advertisenment or at the time of solicitation, or to which the opening
and reading or posting have been adjourned by the authority, provided
that any sealed bid nmay be received and secured through an electronic
platformas permtted by the authority, and that any sealed bid received
electronically is nmade public at the sane tinme as any conpeting paper
bid. The authority shall, at mninum provide the sanme opportunity and
time for subnmitting sealed bids physically as for sealed bids subnitted
electronically, and shall provide the opportunity for bidders to submnit
sealed bids physically any tinme that it provides the opportunity to
submt sealed electronic bids. In addition, the authority shall estab-
lish a process for acconmmodating force nmpjeure events that prevent the
subm ssion of a sealed electronic bid, including but not limted to
internet and power outage events, and for automatically confirmn ng
receipt of any sealed electronic bid received. Al bidders shall be
notified of the tine and place of any such adjournnent.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




