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May 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on People with Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
public awareness program to conmbat the stigma and stereotyping of
individuals with intellectual and devel opmental disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13.09 of the nental hygiene law is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision (i) to read as foll ows:

(i) The conmmissioner, in consultation with the conmm ssioner of nental
health, shall develop and inplenent a public awareness programthat
conbats the discrimnation, stigna and stereotyping of individuals wth
intellectual and developnental disabilities across the state. Such
program shall utilize public foruns, social nedia and mass nedia,
including but not linted to internet, radio, and print advertising and

shall include educational materials and information on the office's
website. The program shall be tailored to educate the general public
about intellectual and devel opnental disabilities and shall also high-

light the acconplishnents and contributions of individuals with intel-
|l ectual and developnental disabilities to the state and their respective
conmuni ties.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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