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(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A QUART, GALEF -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
SIMON -- read once and referred to the Commttee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to the text of proposed
constitutional amendnents and questi ons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4-108 of the election | aw, paragraph b of subdivi-
sion 1 as amended by chapter 5 of the |laws of 2019, paragraph d of
subdi vision 1 and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 136 of the |aws of
1978, and subdivision 3 as added by chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, is
anended to read as foll ows:

8 4-108. Certification of proposed constitutional amendnments and ques-
tions. 1. a. \Wenever any proposed amendnent to the constitution or
ot her question provided by law to be submitted to a statew de vote shal
be subnmitted to the people for their approval, the state board of
elections at |least three nonths prior to the general election at which
such anendnent, proposition or question is to be submtted, shall (i)
transmt to each county board of elections a certified copy of the text
of each amendnent, proposition or question and a statenment of the form
in which it is to be submitted; and (ii) publish a copy of the text of
each anmendnent, proposition or question and a statenent of the form in
which it is to be subnmitted on the state board of elections website
until the day after the general election of that particular year.

b. \Wenever any proposal, proposition or referendum as provided by | aw
is to be submtted to a vote of the people of a county, city, town,
village or special district, at an el ection conducted by the board of
el ections, the clerk of such political subdivision, at least three
months prior to the general election at which such proposal, proposition
or referendum is to be submitted, shall transmt to each board of
elections a certified copy of the text of such proposal, proposition or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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referendum and a statement of the formin which it is to be subnmitted.
If a special election is to be held, such transnmittal shall also give
the date of such election.

c. Such certified copy shall set out all new matter in italics and
encl ose in brackets, | ], all matter to be elimnated from existing
law, and at the bottom of each page shall be appended the words:

Expl anation: Matter in italics is new, to be added; matter in brackets
[—] is old law, to be omtted.

d. In addition to the text, as required under paragraph a of this
subdi vi sion, such transmittal shall contain an abstract of such proposed
anmendnment, proposition or question, [prepared—by—the—state—board—of
elections] concisely stating the purpose and effect thereof in a clear
and coherent nmanner using words with common and everyday neani ngs.

2. The formin which the proposed anendnent, proposition or question
is to be subnitted shall consist of only an abbreviated title indicating
generally and briefly, and in a clear, unbiased and coherent manner
usi ng words with common and every-day neani ngs, the subject matter of
t he anendnent, proposition or question. If nore than one such anmendnent,
proposition or question is to be voted upon at such el ection, each such
anmendment, proposition or question respectively shall be separately and
consecutively nunbered.

3. The attorney general shall [aévH-se—inthe—preparation—of] prepare
and deliver such abstract and such form of subnission, as required under
paragraphs a and d of subdivision one of this section, to the state
board of elections at |least four nonths prior to the general election at
whi ch such anmendnent, proposition or question is to be subnmitted.

8 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
I aw.




