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STATE OF NEW YORK

5309

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2021

Introduced by M of A ANGELINO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to enact the "New York farmer recruitnent and retention act of
2022"; to direct the board of regents and education departnent to
study agricultural education programs (Part A); to anend the education
law, in relation to enacting the "agriculture producer schol arship
act"; and naking appropriations therefor (Part B); to anend the educa-
tion law, in relation to establishing the producer's |oan forgiveness
program (Part C); to direct the board of regents and the education
departnent to inplenment an outreach program to encourage elenmentary
and secondary students to enter the agricultural field (Part D); and
to direct the conmm ssioner of agriculture and markets to report on
reducing the taxation for |andowners who use their land for agricul-
tural production (Part E)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York farmer recruitnent and retention act of 2022".

8§ 2. This act enacts into | aw nmajor conponents of legislation which
relate to farmer recruitnment and retention. Each conponent is wholly
contained within a Part identified as Parts A through E. The effective
date for each particular provision contained within such Part is set
forth in the last section of such Part. Any provision in any section
contained within a Part, including the effective date of the Part, which
makes reference to a section "of this act", when used in connection with
that particular conponent, shall be deened to nean and refer to the
correspondi ng section of the Part in which it is found. Section four of
this act sets forth the general effective date of this act.

PART A
EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby
recogni zes the need to increase the nunber of producers to continue the
long tradition of agricultural production in New York state. The average
age of a farmoperator in the state is fifty-four years of age. In 2004,
less than 1,000 students were awarded degrees in agriculture by a
college in this state and the majority of these degrees were not awarded
in adiscipline leading to a career as a producer. The agricultura
industry has a substantial inpact on the overall econonic health and
wel | -being of the state, and it is in the best interest of the state to
ensure that enough producers are recruited and retained in agricultura
producti on.

8§ 2. The board of regents and the education departnment, in consulta-
tion with the departnment of agriculture and markets, shall

(a) Investigate current education programs for agriculture in voca-
tional -technical schools, community colleges and universities, to iden-
tify the scope of agricultural education prograns in the state;

(b) ldentify non-traditional college education prograns adm nistered
in other states and other countries;

(c) Develop a nodel for articulation and career nobility to enable
producers in every agricultural production field to progress to owner-
ship or managenent of |and used in agricultural production, as defined
i n subdivision 4 of section 301 of the agriculture and markets | aw, and

(d) Develop nodels for innovative agriculture education prograns that
wi || encourage individuals to becone producers, wutilizing an agricul-
tural nmentoring program from degree award to retirement, including
conti nui ng educati on opportunities.

8 3. The board of regents and the education departnent shall present
their final findings and recommendations to the |egislature on or before
January 1, 2024.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.

PART B

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "agriculture producer scholarship act".

8§ 2. Section 605 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Agriculture producer scholarships. a. Purpose. The conmmi ssi oner
shall award schol arships for the purpose of increasing the nunber of
producers in the state. Such scholarships shall be awarded on a conpet-
itive basis, in accordance with criteria established by the comm ssion-
er, to state residents who denpnstrate acadenic nerit for adnission to
an undergraduate agriculture programwhich the comm ssioner determ nes
will enhance the recipient's proficiency as an agricultural operator

b. FEligibility. To be eligible for an award pursuant to this subdivi-
sion, applicants shall agree to serve, upon conpletion of the degree
program as a producer on a full-tine basis within the state. Such
service shall be conpleted in accordance with criteria established by
the conm ssioner.

c. Agreenents. The president shall, in consultation with the conmm s-
sioner, develop and secure from each successful applicant a witten
agreenent to serve as an agricultural operator in this state. Wthin
such tinme as the conm ssioner shall by reqgulation provide, a recipient
of an award shall have served for that nunber of npnths cal cul ated by
nmultiplying by nine the nunber of annual paynents received by the recip-
ient. In no case shall the total nunber of nonths of service required be




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A. 5309 3

less than twenty-four. If a recipient fails to conply fully wth such
conditions, the president shall be entitled to receive fromsuch recipi-
ent an anmount to be deternined by the formula:

A=2B (t-5s)

t

in which "A" is the anmpunt the president is entitled to recover; "B"
is the sumof all paynents nmade to the recipient and the interest on
such anmount which would be payable if at the tinmes such awards were paid
they were loans bearing interest at the maximumprevailing rate; "t" is
the total nunber of nonths in the recipient's period of obligated
services; and "s" is the nunber of nonths of service actually rendered
by the recipient. Any anpunt which the president is entitled to recover
pursuant to this paragraph shall be paid within the five-year period
beginning on the date that the recipient failed to conply wth this
service condition. Nothing in the witten agreenent shall affect the
terns of enploynent of the individual who shall negotiate, separate and
apart fromthe program his or her salary and other forns of enploynent
with an agency, institution or a program in which he or she shall be
enployed. Any obligation to conply with such provisions as outlined in
this subdivision shall be cancelled upon the death of the recipient. The
conm ssioner shall nake regulations to provide for the waiver or suspen-
sion of any financial obligation which would involve extrene hardship.

d. Report. A recipient of an award shall report annually to the New
York state higher education services corporation, on forns prescribed by
it, as to the performance of the required services, commencing with the
calendar year in which the recipient begins to serve as an agriculture
producer in this state and continuing until the recipient shall have
conpleted, or it is determned that he or she shall not be obligated to
conplete, the required services. If the recipient shall fail to file any
report required pursuant to this paragraph within thirty days of witten
notice to the recipient, miiled to the address shown on the |ast appli-
cation for an award or last report filed, whichever is later, the presi-
dent may inpose a fine of up to one thousand dollars. The president
shall have the discretion to waive the filing of a report, excuse a
delay in filing or a failure to file a report, or waive or reduce any
fine inposed for good cause shown.

8§ 3. The education lawis anended by adding a new section 671-a to
read as foll ows:

8 671-a. Agriculture producer scholarships. 1. Nunber and certif-
ication. Twenty-five agriculture producer schol arships shall be awarded
in the two thousand twenty-four--two thousand twenty-five academ c vear
and an additional twenty-five scholarships shall be awarded in the two
thousand twenty-five--two thousand twenty-six academ c year. Such schol -
arships shall be allocated as provided in subdivision thirteen of
section six hundred five of this title to eligible students as certified
to the president by the conm ssioner.

2. Duration. Each such scholarship shall entitle the recipient to an
annual award for each year while enrolled in an approved course of study
|l eading to an undergraduate degree in agriculture, but not exceeding the
normal period of study required to conplete the requirenents for the
program as such approved courses and nornal periods of study are deter-
m ned by the conm ssioner.

3. Anmpunt. The president shall nmake annual awards of fifteen thousand
dollars, for up to four acadenic years for any recipient, except that

such annual award shall not exceed the recipient's cost of attendance.
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For the purposes of this subdivision, "cost of attendance"” shall nean
the cost of: tuition at an approved undergraduate programin agricul -
ture; laboratory and other fees; room and board; supplies; health insur-
ance coverage; books and a stipend for daily living expenses in an
amount to be determined by the president in consultation wth the
conm ssi oner.

8 4. The sumof fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the education departnent
out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the cred-
it of the state operations account, not otherw se appropriated, for its
services and expenses incurred to admnister and i mpl ement t he
provisions of this act in the 2024--2025 state fiscal year. Such sum
shal | be payable on vouchers certified or approved by the conm ssioner
of education wupon audit and warrant of the state conptroller in the
manner prescribed by |aw

8§ 5. The sum of one mllion five hundr ed t housand doll ars
(%1, 500,000), or so nuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated to the higher education services corporation out of any noneys
in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the loca
assi stance account, not otherwi se appropriated, to carry out the
purposes of this act, including costs of award of schol arshi ps and for
its services and expenses incurred to admnister and inplenent the
provisions of this act in the 2024--2025 state fiscal year. Such sum
shal | be payabl e on vouchers certified or approved by the president of
the higher education services corporation upon audit and warrant of the
state conptroller in the manner prescribed by |aw

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately, and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after April 1, 2023.

PART C

Section 1. Section 605 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 14 to read as foll ows:

14. Producer's loan forgiveness program Regents |oan forgiveness
awards shall be awarded annually to farm operator applicants who agree
to operate an agricultural operation on a full-tine basis. Such awards
shall be granted annually., and shall be <classified and allocated in
accordance with regents rules.

a. (1) The applicant shall be a resident or pernanent resident alien
of this state and a graduate of an institution of higher education
approved or registered by the regents.

(2) The applicant shall agree to engage in such enploynent for a peri-
od of tine which shall be not less than five vears.

b. Priority shall be accorded to applicants in the follow ng order:

(1) First, to any applicant who is conpleting the second. third.
fourth or fifth yvear of the service requirenent and is reapplying for a
new awar d;

(2) Second, to any applicant who is econom cally disadvantaged as
defined by the regents;

In the event that there are nore applicants who have the sanme priority
than there are remai ning scholarships, the comr ssioner shall distribute
the remnini ng nunber of such scholarships by neans of a lottery or other
formof random sel ection.

c. The comm ssioner shall then forward approved applications to the
president and shall notify unsuccessful applicants.

d. The president shall notify applicants of their award entitl enent.
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e. The president shall, in consultation with the conmi ssioner, devel op
and secure from each successful applicant a witten agreenent to engage
in such enploynent, as appropriate. Wthin such tine as the conmm ssi oner
shall by regulation provide, a recipient of an award shall have engaged
in such enploynent as appropriate, for that nunber of nonths cal cul ated
by multiplying by twelve the nunmber of annual paynments received by the
recipient. In no case shall the total nunber of nonths of service
required be less than twenty-four. If a recipient fails to conply fully
with such conditions, the president shall be entitled to receive from
such recipient an anpunt to be determi ned by the fornula:

in which "A" is the anobunt the president is entitled to recover; "B"
is the sum of all paynents nade to the recipient and the interest on
such anmount which would be payable if at the tinmes such awards were paid
they were | oans bearing interest at the maximum prevailing rate; "t" is
the total nunber of nonths in the recipient's period of obligated
services; and "s" is the nunber of npnths of service actually rendered
by the recipient. Any anpunt which the president is entitled to recover
under this paragraph shall be paid within the five-year period begi nning
on the date that the recipient failed to conply with this service condi -
tion. Nothing in the witten agreenent shall affect the terns of enploy-
nent of the individual who shall negotiate, separate and apart from the
program his or her salary and other forns of enploynent with an agency.
institution or a programin which he or she shall be enployed.

Any obligation to conply wth such provisions of this subdivision
shall be cancelled upon the death of the recipient. The conm ssioner
shall nmake reqgulations to provide for the waiver or suspension of any
financial obligation which would involve extrene hardship.

f. Arecipient of an award shall report annually to the New York state
hi gher education services corporation, on forns prescribed by it, as to
the performance of the required services, commencing with the cal endar
vear in which the recipient begins such enploynent and continuing until
the recipient shall have conpleted, or it is determned that he or she
shall not be obligated to conplete, the required services. If the recip-
ient shall fail to file any report required pursuant to this paragraph
within thirty days of witten notice to the recipient, mailed to the
address shown on the last application for an award or last report filed,
whi chever is later, the president may inpose a fine of up to one thou-
sand dollars. The president shall have the discretion to waive the
filing of a report, excuse a delay in filing or a failure to file a
report, or waive or reduce any fine inposed for good cause shown.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective i mediately, any rules or regu-
| ati ons necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of this act on its
effective date shall be pronul gated on or before such effective date.

PART D

Section 1. The board of regents and the education departnent, in
consultation with the departnent of agriculture and narkets, shal
develop and inplement an outreach canpai gn encouragi ng el ementary and
secondary education students to enter the agricultural field and attend
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one of New York state's college agriculture education prograns. Such
outreach canpaign shall continue wuntil Decenber 31, 2028 or unti
enrollment in wundergraduate agricultural programs increases by twenty-
five percent.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART E

Section 1. Report on agriculture taxation. The conm ssioner of agri-
culture and markets shall study and nake recommendati ons to the governor
and the legislature within eighteen nonths of the effective date of this
section on reducing the taxation for |andowners who wuse land for the
production of agricultural comobdities within and outside agricultura
districts, pursuant to article 25-AA of the agriculture and markets | aw.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

§ 3. Severability clause. If any cl ause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such
judgenent shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the
intent of the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if
such invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through E of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



