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BRAUNSTEIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Transport a-
tion -- recommtted to the Conmttee on Transportation in accordance
with Assenmbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmttee discharged, bill anended

ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
instruction in pedestrian and bicyclist safety as part of the drivers
pre-licensing course

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) and paragraphs (b) and
(d) of subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) and paragraph (d) as anended by chap-
ter 513 of the Iaws of 2019 and paragraph (b) as amended by chapter 25
of the laws of 2022, are anended and a new paragraph (c-5) is added to
read as foll ows:

(i) Upon subm ssion of an application for a driver's |license, the
applicant shall be required to take and pass a test, or submt evidence
of passage of a test, with respect to the laws relating to traffic, the
laws relating to driving while ability is inpaired and while intoxicat-
ed, under the overpowering influence of "Road Rage", "Wrk Zone Safety"
awar eness [and], "Mdtorcycle Safety" awareness and "Pedestrian and Bicy-
clist Safety" awareness as defined by the conmm ssioner, "School Bus
Safety" awareness, the law relating to exercising due care to avoid
colliding with a parked, stopped or standing authorized energency vehi -
cle or hazard vehicle pursuant to section el even hundred forty-four-a of
this chapter, the ability to read and conprehend traffic signs and
synmbol s and such other matters as the comni ssioner nmay prescribe, and to
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satisfactorily conplete a course prescribed by the comm ssioner of not
| ess than four hours and not nore than five hours, consisting of class-
room driver training and highway safety instruction or the equival ent
thereof. Such test shall include at |east seven witten questions
concerning the effects of consunption of alcohol or drugs on the ability
of a person to operate a nmotor vehicle and the legal and financial
consequences resulting fromviolations of section el even hundred nine-
ty-two of this chapter, prohibiting the operation of a notor vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Such test shall include
one or nore witten questions concerning the devastating effects of
"Road Rage" on the ability of a person to operate a notor vehicle and
the legal and financial consequences resulting fromassaulting, threat-
ening or interfering with the I awful conduct of another person legally
usi ng the roadway. Such test shall include one or npre questions
concerning the potential dangers to persons and equi pment resulting from
the wunsafe operation of a notor vehicle in a work zone. Such test may
i ncl ude one or nore questions concerning notorcycle safety. Such test
may include one or nore questions concerning the |law for exercising due
care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standing vehicle
pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this chapter. Such
test may include one or nore questions concerning school bus safety.
Such test may include one or nore gquestions concerning pedestrian and
bicyclist safety. Such test shall be adm nistered by the conm ssioner
The comm ssioner shall cause the applicant to take a vision test and a
test for color blindness. Upon passage of the vision test, the applica-
tion may be accepted and the application fee shall be payable.

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the requirenents set forth in para-
graph (a) of this subdivision which shall include an alcohol and drug
educati on conponent as described in paragraph (c) of this subdivision, a
"Road Rage" awareness conponent as described in paragraph (c-1) of this
subdivision [ard], a "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness conponent as descri bed
in paragraph (c-2) of this subdivision, a "Mdttorcycle Safety" awareness
conponent as described in paragraph (c-3) of this subdivision, [ard] a
"School Bus Safety" awareness component as described in paragraph (c-4)
of this subdivision, and a "Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety" awareness
conponent as described in paragraph (c-5) of this subdivision, the
comm ssioner shall cause the applicant to take a road test in a repre-
sentative vehicle of a type prescribed by the conm ssioner which shal
be appropriate to the type of license for which application is nade,
except that the comm ssioner may waive the road test requirenents for
certain classes of applicants. Provided, however, that the term"repre-
sentative vehicle" shall not include a three-wheeled nmotor vehicle that
has two wheels situated in the front and one wheel in the rear, has a
steering nechanism and seating which does not require the operator to
straddle or sit astride, is equipped with safety belts for all occupants
and is manufactured to conmply with federal notor vehicle safety stand-
ards for notorcycles including, but not Iinmted to, 49 CF. R part 571.
The conmi ssioner shall have the power to establish a program to allow
persons other than enpl oyees of the departnment to conduct road tests in
representative vehicles when such tests are required for applicants to
obtain a class A, Bor Clicense. If she chooses to do so, she shall set
forth her reasons in witing and conduct a public hearing on the matter.
She shall only establish such a program after hol ding the public hear-
i ng.

(c-5) "Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety" awareness conponent. (i) The
comm ssioner shall provide in the pre-licensing course, set forth in
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paragraph (b) of this subdivision, a nmandatory conponent in "Pedestrian
and Bicyclist Safety" awareness education as a prerequisite for obtain-
ing a license to operate a notor vehicle. The purpose of the conponent
is to educate prospective |licensees on the potential dangers to pedes-
trians, bicyclists, and other non-notorized vehicles.

(ii) The conm ssioner shall establish a curriculumfor the "Pedestrian
and Bicyclist Safety" awareness conponent which shall include but not be
limted to: an overview of traffic |laws governing notor vehicle opera-
tors' duty to exercise due care with respect to pedestrians and bicy-
clists, including but not limted to understanding pedestrians' and
bicyclists' needs and reduced visibility, respecting pedestrians' and
bicyclists' rights of way, safe operation near pedestrians and bicy-
clists, including children and blind, deaf, elderly and disabl ed pedes-
trians, bicycle lanes as defined in section one hundred tw-a of this
chapter, safely overtaking a pedestrian or a bicyclist, the dangers of
distracted driving, driving at appropriate reduced speeds when special
hazards exist with respect to pedestrians and bicyclists such as weat her
or highway conditions, safely turning., stopping. standing, and parKking.
notor vehicle operators' obligations to conply with article twenty-two
of this chapter, and traffic control devices and narkings, roadway
designs and traffic calmng neasures related to pedestrians and bicy-
clists.

(iii) In developing such curriculum the conm ssioner shall consult
with the conmi ssioner of transportation, the superintendent of the state
police, the commi ssioners of transportation and police of the city of
New York, other local law enforcenent and hi ghway safety officials,
nedi cal professionals, bicycle and pedestrian safety advocates, and any
other group that the conmi ssioner believes can contribute to a conpre-
hensive presentation of the issue.

(d) The conmi ssioner shall make available for distribution upon regis-
tration at each location where the pre-licensing course will be given
i nstructional handbooks outlining the content of the entire curriculum
of the pre-licensing course including the information required to be
included in the course pursuant to paragraphs (c), (c-1), (c-2), (c-3)
[ard]. (c-4) and (c-5) of this subdivision. The comn ssioner shall also
provide for the additional training of the instructors necessary for the
conpetent instruction of the alcohol and drug education, "Road Rage"
awar eness, "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness, "Mtorcycle Safety" awareness
[and] . "School Bus Safety" awareness and "Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safe-
ty" awareness subject matters of the pre-licensing course.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




