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STATE OF NEW YORK

4875

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 8, 2021

Introduced by M of A GOODELL, FRIEND, MORI NELLO -- Muilti-Sponsored by
-- M of A BARCLAY, J. M dAIO B. MLLER -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring
participation in educational prograns |eading to a high school diplom
or high school equival ency diploma for those seeking public assistance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Purpose. The |l egislature hereby finds that obtaining a
hi gh school diploma or a high school equival ency diplom is often essen-
tial for successful private sector enploynent, and personal financial
i ndependence, self-sufficiency and success. |ndeed, nany occupations
require a high school diploma or high school equivalency diploma as a
precondition for enploynent. I|Individuals w thout a high school diploma
or hi gh school equivalency diploma are often relegated to |ow paying
jobs, and suffer much higher unenpl oynent rates than those with a high
school diploma or high school equivalency diploma. It is therefore in
the public interest to require individuals who are capabl e of obtaining
a high school diploma or high school equivalency diploma to be engaged
in good faith efforts to obtain that objective.

§ 2. Section 131 of the social services |law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. Notwi thstanding any provisions of this chapter or other law to the
contrary, no public assistance shall be given to or for any person over
five years of age or under thirty-five years of age who does not have a
hi gh school diploma or a high school equival ency diploma or is not duly
enrolled and participating in good faith toward the attainnent of a high
school diploma or a high school equival ency diplonma, unless such person
has been deternmined by a nedical, psychiatric or other appropriate
professional to lack the requisite capacity to conplete successfully
such a course of study or the local social services district determnines

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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that such a course of study is not practical or cost-effective based on
t he person's enpl oynent background or experience, job training.
possession of a career devel opnent occupational studies credential, work
skills, health, disability, the lack of available educational prograns,
or other factors.

8§ 3. The conmi ssioner of tenporary and disability assistance shal
have the authority to pronmul gate or anmend any regul ati ons necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




