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STATE OF NEW YORK

4731

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 8, 2021

Introduced by M of A SMTH -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
departnent of health to establish and maintain a |list of toxins which
menbers of the military may have conme into contact with and requiring
doctors to ask patients whether they have served in the nilitary

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 206 of the public health Iaw is amended by adding a
new subdi vision 31 to read as foll ows:

31. The conmi ssioner shall conpile and periodically update a list of
toxic materials or harnful physical agents which nenbers of the nmilitary
may have conme into contact with as a result of military service. The
conm ssioner may consult with the Veterans Adninistration to assist in
the conpilation of such list. The list shall be provided to all persons
licensed to practice nedicine in accordance wth article one hundred
thirty-one of the education | aw

§ 2. The public health law is anended by adding a new article thirty-
eight-A to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 38-A
VETERANS HEALTH
Section 3810. Toxic materials and harnful physical agents.

8 3810. Toxic nmaterials and harnful physical agents. Al doctors
licensed to practice nedicine in accordance with article one hundred
thirty-one of the education |law shall ask each patient whether he or she
has served in the mlitary and whether he or she has been exposed to any
of the toxic materials or harnful physical agents included in the 1ist
conpiled by the comrissioner, pursuant to subdivision thirty-one of
section two hundred six of this chapter. Wien a doctor is diagnhosing a
patient who has served in the nmlitary and who nay have been exposed to
any of the toxic materials or harnful physical agents included in such

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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list, the doctor shall include consideration of the patient's known or
possi bl e exposure to such toxic materials or harnful physical agents
when form ng a diagnosis.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmrediately. Effective imediately,
the addition and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the
implementation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be nade and conpleted on or before such effective date.




