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STATE OF NEW YORK

4692

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of AL NORRIS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Econom ¢ Devel opnent

AN ACT to enact the "New York Business Energency Relief Act of 2021"; to
direct the governor to unallocated settlenment funds resolved in the
econom ¢ uncertainties fund (Part A); to anend the urban devel opnent
corporation act, in relation to enacting the restart New York grant
relief program (Part B); and to authorize the governor to reallocate
certain nonies for the restart New York grant relief (Part C)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York Business Energency Relief Act of 2021".

§ 2. Legislative intent. The |egislature seeks to provide i mediate
assi stance to businesses that have been deenmed non-essential or have
faced restrictions or closures as a result of the Governor's Executive
Orders and have lost incone as a result.

The | egislature recogni zes that New York's private businesses are the
backbone of our state econony and the state nust act boldly to address
the negative inpacts resulting fromthe COVI D-19 outbreak and the asso-
ci ated statew de business sector shutdown. According to a recent poll by
the National Federation of |ndependent Businesses, 76%of its nmenbers
have been negatively inpacted by COvID-19. Through Executive O ders,
busi nesses that were deened non-essential were forced to keep their
doors closed with no indication of when they will be able to reopen and
face significant revenue. It is inperative that the |egislature provides
i medi ate assistance to these businesses as they try to nmanage the
devastating inpact of the COVID-19 virus and the interruption of their
busi ness operations. The New York Busi ness Energency Relief Act of 2021
will offer direct fiscal relief and protections for businesses while
mtigating the risk of businesses being forced to permanently close
their doors and further harmthe | ocal and state economi es.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be onmitted
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It is therefore the intent of the legislature to inplenent neasures to
assi st New York's businesses with the loss of their income as a result
of being deenmed non-essential by the Governor's Executive Orders by
providing direct financial assistance in the way of State grants. The
| egislature recognizes that extraordinary tines call for extraordinary
nmeasures and therefore is directing that settlenment noney received by
the state fromfinancial or banking institutions, fromcurrent economc
devel opnment progranms and from any federal aid provided to the state for
econom c recovery be wused to help the state fight the economic crisis
brought on by the COVID-19 virus by directing this funding be provided
to non-essential businesses that were negatively inpacted by the Gover-
nor's Executive O ders.

8 3. This act enacts into | aw najor conponents of legislation which
are necessary to inplenent the New York Business Enmergency Relief Act of
2021. Each conmponent is wholly contained within a Part identified as
Parts A through C. The effective date for each particular provision
contained within such Part is set forth in the |ast section of such
Part. Any provision in any section contained within a Part, including
the effective date of the Part, which nakes a reference to a section "of
this act", when used in connection with that particul ar conponent, shal
be deenmed to nmean and refer to the corresponding section of the Part in
which it is found. Section five of this act sets forth the general
effective date of this act.

PART A

Section 1. Notwithstanding any other law, rule and regulation to the
contrary, the governor shall imediately direct all unallocated settle-
ment funds that are reserved in the "econom c uncertainties" fund and
any further settlenent noney that may be received by the state to snal
business relief purposes consistent wth the intent of the "New York
Busi ness Energency Relief Act of 2021".

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

PART B

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 174 of the laws of 1968, constituting
the New York state wurban devel opment corporation act, is anended by
addi ng a new section 16-bb to read as foll ows:

8 16-bb. Restart New York grant relief program (1) As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "State of energency" shall nmean a disaster energency for the
entire state of New York declared in Executive Order two hundred two,
beginning on March seventh, two thousand twenty as well as any further
anendnents or nodifications thereto.

(b) "Non-Essential Business" shall nean those businesses that have not
been deened essential as declared in Executive Oder 202.6 and in
further quidance issued by New York State Enpire Devel opnent and shal
include, but not be linmted to, bowing alleys, barber shops, salons,
novie theatres, gyns, restaurants, and tourismrel ated busi nesses and
enploy two hundred and fifty or | ess enployees.

(2) The corporation shall establish a fund to be known as the "restart
New York grant relief fund" and shall pay into such fund any noni es nmde
available to the corporation for such fund from any source, including
federal COVID-19 stinulus funding provided to states. The nonies held in
or credited to the fund shall be expended solely for the purposes set
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forth in this section. The corporation shall not comringle the nonies of
such fund with any other npnies of the corporation or any nonies held in
trust by the corporation.

(3) The corporation shall provide grants equal to the likely net
incone lost as a result of being deened a non-essential business or for
having services limted during the state of enmergency. Funding for such
grants will be allocated fromany nonies made available fromthe restart
New York grant relief fund

(4) Businesses shall apply for such grant on a form prescribed by the
corporation. Each formshall contain content as set forth by rule, requ-
lation, instruction or procedure of the corporation and nay be changed
or updated as necessary by the corporation in order to carry out the
pur pose of this section. To determ ne the amount of each grant provided.
non-essential businesses who had their services limted shall include
the following infornation on such form

a. The net incone of the business during the 2018 and 2019 tax years
as evidenced by their tax returns;

b. The net incone of the business during the 2020 tax year as
evidenced by a certified profit [oss statenent or tax return;

c. The certified projected net incone loss of the business for the
2021 tax year

d. The operating expenses., including payroll expenses, necessary to
resune operations with the sane quality of service that existed prior to
when the business was deened a non-essential business; and

e. Oher relevant sources of information including, but not Ilimted
to., any funds received by the business through the Federal Payrol
Protection Program tax returns, financial records, and accounting

procedures.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART C

Section 1. Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the
contrary, the governor is hereby authorized to repurpose all nonies of
the New York state wurban devel opment corporation, the environnenta
facilities corporation, the dornmitory authority of the state of New
York, the New York state energy research and devel opment authority and
all other state resources as identified and needed by the governor to
fully fund prograns created by this act.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

8 4. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through C of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



