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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of A HUNTER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Econom ¢ Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to defining
natural hair braiding and threadi ng, and exenpting natural hair braid-
ing and threading fromcertain |icensing requirenments

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 400 of the general business |aw,
as anmended by chapter 343 of the laws of 1998, is anmended and two new
subdi vi sions 5-a and 5-b are added to read as foll ows:

5. The practice of "natural hair styling" nmeans providing for a fee,
or any consideration or exchange, whether direct or indirect, any of the
follow ng services to the hair of a hunan belng shanp00|ng arrangi ng,
or dressing| A : 5 : g—6 a6
ihg] the hair or beard by ei t her hand or nechan|cal appllances. Such
practice shall not include cutting, shaving or trimrng hair except that
such activities are permssible to the extent that such activities are
incidental to the practice of natural hair styling. Such practice shal
not include the application of dyes, reactive chemcals, or other prepa-
rations to alter the color or to straighten, curl, or alter the struc-

ture of the hai r. [Ieeh9FqHes—Mh+eh—4esHLL—+ﬁ—%ens+enfen—ha+L—LeeLs—sgeh

5-a. The practice of "natural hair braiding” neans providing for a

fee, or any consideration or exchange, whether direct or indirect, any
of the following services to the hair of a hunan being: tw sting, wap-
pi ng, weaving, extending, locking, or braiding hair by hand or wth
nechanical devices, including clips, conbs, crochet hooks, curlers,
curling irons, hairpins, rollers, scissors, blunt-tipped needl| es,

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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thread, and hair binders. Natural hair braiding includes the use of
natural or synthetic hair extensions, natural or synthetic hair and
fibers, decorative beads, and other hair accessories; mnor trimmng of
natural hair or hair extensions incidental to tw sting, wapping. weav-
ing, extending, locking, or braiding hair; the nmaking of wgs from
natural hair, natural fibers, synthetic fibers, and hair extensions; and
the use of topical agents such as conditioners, gels, noisturizers,

oils, ponades, and shanpoos in conjunction with performng the practice
of natural hair braiding. Natural hair braiding is comopnly known as
"African-style hair braiding” but is not limted to any particular
cultural, ethnic, racial, or religious forns of hair styles. Natural

hair braiding is distinct fromthe practice of cosnetology and natura

hair styling. Natural hair braiding does not include the application of
dyes, reactive chemcals, or other preparations to alter the color of
the hair or to straighten, curl, or alter the structure of the hair; or
the use of chem cal hair joining agents such as synthetic tape, keratin
bonds, or fusion bonds.

5-b. The practice of "threading" neans a nethod of renpving hair from
the eyebrows, upper lip, or other body parts by using cotton thread to
pull hair from follicles. Threading may include the use of over-the-
counter astringents, gels and powders, and the use of tweezers and scis-
sors incidental to threading. Such practice shall not include the use of
chem cals, heat or any type of wax.

§ 2. Section 416 of the general business lawis anended by adding a
new subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. This article shall not apply to the practices of natural hair
brai ding or threading.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




