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STATE OF NEW YORK

4018

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 1, 2021

Introduced by M of A ABINANTI, BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred
to the Comrittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to providing a recruitment incentive and scholarship program for
certain active nenbers of New York volunteer fire departnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 669-c
to read as foll ows:

8 669-c. New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnment incentive
program scholarship. 1. Purpose. The New York state volunteer firefight-
er recruitnent incentive program scholarship (NY-VFR) is hereby estab-
lished for the purpose of granting incentive scholarship awards to state
residents who are active nenbers of a local volunteer fire departnent.

2. Eligibility. A NY-VFR scholarship award shall be nade to an appli -
cant who:

(a) is aresident of the state of New York

(b) is an active nenber of his or her local volunteer fire departnent:

(c) is matriculated in an approved programleading to an undergraduate
degree at a New York state public institution of higher education; and

(d) is enrolled:

(i) for full-tinme study, in at least twelve credits per senester and
conpletes at least thirty conbined credits per vyear followi ng the
student's start date, or its equivalent, applicable to his or her
program or prograns of full-tine study, except inlimted circunstances
as prescribed by the corporation in reqgulation; or

(ii) for part-tine study, in at least six credits per senester and
conpletes at least fifteen conbined credits per year followi ng the
student's start date, or its equivalent, applicable to his or her
program or prograns of part-tine study, except in limted circunstances
as prescribed by the corporation in regulation.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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(iii) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of
this paragraph, in the student's last senester, a full-tine student nay
take at | east one course needed to neet his or her graduation require-

nents and enroll in and conplete at least twelve credit hours or its
equi valent and a part-tine student nmay take at | east one course needed
to neet his or her graduation requirenents and enroll in and conplete at

| east six credit hours or its equivalent.

3. Arpunt. (a) Wthin anmounts appropriated therefor and based on
availability of funds, NY-VFR scholarship awards shall be granted begin-
ning with the two thousand twenty-two--two thousand twenty-three academ
ic vear and thereafter to applicants that the corporation has determn ned
are eligible to receive such awards.

(b) For full-tinme students, the corporation shall grant such awards in
an _anmpunt up to five thousand five hundred dollars or actual tuition
whi chever is less. For part-tinme students, the corporation shall grant
such awards in an anmpbunt up to two thousand seven hundred fifty dollars
or actual tuition, whichever is less. All awards are subject to the
provi sions of paragraph (c) of this subdivision.

(c) (i) A student who receives educational grants and/or schol arshi ps
that cover the student's full cost of attendance shall not be eligible
for an award under this program

(ii) An award under this programshall be applied to tuition after the
application of paynents received under the tuition assistance program
pursuant to section six hundred sixty-seven of this subpart, tuition
credits pursuant to section six hundred eighty-nine-a of this article,
federal Pell grant pursuant to section one thousand seventy of title
twenty of the United States code, et. seq.., and any other programthat
covers the <cost of attendance unless exclusively for non-tuition
expenses, and the award wunder this programshall be reduced in the
anpbunt equal to such paynents, provided that the conbined benefits do
not exceed five thousand five hundred dollars for full-tine study or two
t housand seven hundred fifty dollars for part-tine study.

(d) Upon notification of an award under this program the institution
shall defer the corresponding anount of tuition. Notw thstanding para-
graph h of subdivision two of section three hundred fifty-five and para-
graph (a) of subdivision seven of section six thousand two hundred six
of this chapter, and any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary,
the undergraduate tuition charged by the institution to recipients of an
award shall not exceed the tuition rate established by the institution
for the two thousand twenty-two--two thousand twenty-three academ c year
provi ded, however, that in the two thousand twenty-seven--two thousand
twenty-eight acadenic vyear and every four years thereafter, the under-
graduate tuition charged by the institution to recipients of an award
shall be reset to equal the tuition rate established by the institution
for the forthcom ng academ c year., provided further that the tuition
credit calculated pursuant to section six hundred eighty-nine-a of this
article shall be applied toward the tuition rate charged for recipients
of an award under this program Provided further that the state univer-
sity of New York and the city university of New York shall provide an
additional tuition credit to students receiving an award to cover the
remaining cost of tuition.

4. Duration. (a) An eligible recipient shall not receive an award for
nore than four academic years of full-tinme undergraduate study or five
academ c years if the programof study nornmally requires five years. An
eligible recipient enrolled in an eligible two year program of study
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shall not receive an award for nore than two acadenmic years of full-tine
academ ¢ st udy.

(b) An eligible recipient shall not receive an award for npre than
eight academic years of part-tine undergraduate study or ten acadenic
vears if the programof study nornmally requires ten vears to conplete on
a part-time basis. An eligible recipient enrolled in an eligible two
year program of study shall not receive an award for nore than four
acadeni c years of part-tinme undergraduate study.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subdi vi sion, such duration may be extended for an allowable interruption
of study including, but not |limted to, death of a famly nenber,
nedical leave, mlitary service, and parental |eave, as established by
the corporation in requlation.

5. Application. An applicant for NY-VFR scholarship award shall

a) conplete the adm ssions process, be accepted into and matriculate
in an approved programleading to an undergraduate degree at a New York
state public institution of higher education;

(b) conplete the nenbership process and be accepted into and join his
or her local volunteer fire departnent;

(c) for each senester for which an award is sought., conplete a NY-VFR
Schol arship Award Volunteer Service Commitnent Form have such form
signed by the chief of the volunteer fire departnent and submt such
formto the corporation. Such formshall be in a form acceptable to the
corporation and shall indicate the course of study the applicant is
pursui ng and whether the applicant is a full-tinme or part-tine student;
and

(d) execute an award conversion agreenent, as described in subpara-
graph (ii) of paragraph (e) of subdivision six of this section.

6. Conditions. (a) An applicant who would be eligible for a New York
state tuition assistance programaward pursuant to section six hundred
sixty-seven of this subpart and/or a federal Pell grant pursuant to
section one thousand seventy of title twenty of the United States code,
et. seq., is required to apply for each such award.

(b) An applicant who has earned a bachelor's degree is ineligible to
receive an award pursuant to this section

(c) An applicant who has earned an associate's degree is ineligible to
receive an award for a twd vyear programof study pursuant to this
section.

(d) Notwi t hstandi ng paragraph c of subdivision four of section six
hundred sixty-one of this part, a school shall certify that a recipient
has achi eved a grade point average necessary for successful conpletion
of his or her coursework to receive paynent under the award.

(e) (i) A recipient shall agree to reside exclusively in New York
state and provide a year of service to his or her local volunteer fire
departnent for a continuous nunber of years equal to the duration of the
award received. Such service will commence within six nonths of receipt
of the recipient's final award paynment; provided., however, that if the
recipient has provided service to his or her local volunteer fire

departnent as a full-tine or part-tine active nenber during all or a
part of the period that he or she was receiving an award pursuant to
this section, such service shall be credited toward the recipient's

service requirenent. For purposes of this subparagraph, two years of
part-tine service shall be the equivalent of one vyear of full-tine
service.

(ii) The service obligations described in this subdivision are
required of each recipient of an award, regardless of whether such
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recipient has conpleted his or her degree. A recipient shall sign a

contract with the corporation to have his or her award, in full or in
part, converted to a student |oan according to a schedule to be deter-
mned by the corporation if such student fails to fulfill his or her

service requirenent as described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

(iii) The terns and conditions of this paragraph may, as established
by the rules and regulations of the corporation., be deferred: (A to
conpl ete undergraduate study; or (B) to attend raduate school on at
least a half-tine basis.

(iv) Any obligation to conply with the service requirenent as outlined
in this paragraph may be cancelled upon the death of the recipient.
Not wi t hst andi ng any provisions of this paragraph to the contrary, the
corporation is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to provide
for the waiver or suspension of any financial obligation or service
requirenent which would involve extrene hardship.

(f) Arecipient shall be ineligible for additional awards if:

(i) such recipient who ceases to be an active nenber of his or her
local volunteer fire departnent, unless such cessation is tenporary and
due to circunstances beyond his or her control as deternmined by the
corporation;

(ii) such recipient who fails to neet acceptable volunteer activity
levels as determined by his or her |local volunteer fire departnent;

(iii) such recipient who quits or forfeits nmenbership in or is term-
nated or expelled fromhis or her volunteer fire departnent.

7. Recipient selection. The president may establish: (a) an applica-
tion deadline and (b) a nethod of selecting recipients if in any given
vear there are insufficient funds to cover the needs of all the appli-
cants provided that priority shall be given to eligible applicants who
are currently in attendance at a public institution of higher education.

8. Rules and requlations. The corporation is authorized to pronul gate
rules and reqgul ations, and may pronmul gate energency regul ations, neces-
sary for the inplenentation of the provisions of this section including,
but not linmted to, the criteria for distributing the awards, which may
include a lottery or other formof random sel ection

9. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Active nenber" shall nean a nenber of a volunteer fire departnent
who:

(i) nmeets his or her local volunteer fire departnent's nmenbership
requirenents;

(ii) has been accepted into his or her local volunteer fire depart-
nent ; and

(iii) fulfills the established service requirenents of his or her
local volunteer fire departnent.

(b) "Volunteer fire departnent” nmeans a volunteer fire departnent,
volunteer fire conpany or volunteer fire district that is a nenber of
the Fireman's Association of the State of New York.

(c) "Chief of the fire departnent" neans any person serving in the
hi ghest operations or admnistrative capacity in a volunteer fire
depart nent.

(e) "Part-tine study" neans enrollnment in an approved post-secondary
degree programfor at least six but |ess than twelve senester hours.

(f) "Resident" neans a person whose principal donmicile is located
within New York state in excess of one hundred eighty-six days per year.

§ 2. Section 604 of the education lawis anended by adding a new
subdivision 13 to read as foll ows:
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13. A New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnent incentive
program schol arship pursuant to section six hundred sixty-nine-c of this
title.

8 3. The state finance law is anended by adding a new section 91-e to
read as follows:

8 91-e. New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnent incentive
program scholarship fund. 1. There is hereby established in the joint
custody of the state conptroller and the commi ssioner of taxation and
finance an account in the niscell aneous special revenue fund to be known
as the New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnent incentive
program schol ar shi p fund.

2. Such fund shall consist of all revenues received from contrib-
utions, donations and all other noneys appropriated, credited or trans-
ferred thereto fromany other fund or source pursuant to | aw

3. Moneys of the fund, follow ng appropriation by the legislature nay
be expended for the New York state volunteer firefighter recruitnent
incentive program scholarship programestablished pursuant to section
six hundred sixty-nine-c of the education |aw. Mneys shall be paid out
of the fund on the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouch-
ers certified or approved by the conm ssioner of education.

8 4. The comn ssioner of education shall report on the operation and
subsequent effectiveness of the programcreated by this act, one year
after it shall have beconme a | aw and annually thereafter, to the gover-
nor, tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the
mnority | eader of the senate and the minority | eader of the assenbly.

8 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2022.




