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AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to the safe storage of
rifles, shotguns, and firearns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 265.45 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 133
of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 265.45 Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearns in the
first degree

No person who owns or is custodian of a rifle, shotgun or firearm [whe

ous—eoeffense] shall store or otherw se | eave such rifle, shotgun or
firearmout of his or her imediate possession or control without having
first securely I ocked such rifle, shotgun or firearmin an appropriate
safe storage depository or rendered it incapable of being fired by use
of a gun | ocking device appropriate to that weapon. For purposes of this
section "safe storage depository" shall nean a safe or other secure
contai ner which, when |ocked, is incapable of being opened without the
key, combi nation or other unl ocking nechanismand is capable of prevent-
i ng an unaut hori zed person from obtaining access to and possession of
the weapon contained therein. Nothing in this section shall be deened to
affect, inpair or supersede any special or local act relating to the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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safe storage of rifles, shotguns or firearns which inpose additiona
requi rements on the owner or custodian of such weapons.

It shall not be a violation of this section to allow a person |ess
than si xteen years of age access to: (i) a firearm rifle or shotgun for
| awf ul use as authorized under paragraph seven or seven-e of subdivision
a of section 265.20 of this article, or (ii) a rifle or shotgun for
| awful use as authorized by article eleven of the environnmental conser-
vation | aw when such person | ess than sixteen years of age is the hol der
of a hunting license or pernmt and such rifle or shotgun is wused in
accordance with such | aw

Failure to safely store rifles, shotguns, and firearnms in the first
degree is a class A nisdeneanor.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



