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January 19, 2021

Introduced by M of A  CYMBROWN TZ, ABBATE, BRONSON, PEOPLES- STCKES,
WEPRI N, ABI NANTI, SEAWRI GHT, BI CHOTTE HERMELYN, HEVESI, RAMOS, REYES,
GOTTFRI ED, WALCZYK, WALLACE, CRUZ, JACOBSQN, SILLITTI -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on Insurance -- ordered to a third reading
-- passed by Assenbly and delivered to the Senate, recalled from the
Senate, vote reconsidered, bill anended, ordered reprinted, retaining
its place on the special order of third reading

AN ACT to anmend the insurance law, in relation to allowing victins of
donmestic violence the opportunity to designate an alternate address
for health insurance clainms or billing purposes

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsections (f) and (g) of section 2612 of the insurance
| aw, subsection (f) as anmended by chapter 246 of the laws of 2005 and
subsection (g) as added by chapter 361 of the laws of 2006, are anended
to read as foll ows:

(f) If any person covered by an insurance policy issued to another
person as the policyhol der delivers to the insurer that issued the poli-
cy, at its honme office, a valid order of protection against the policy-
hol der, issued by a court of conpetent jurisdiction in this state, or,
except where the insurance policy was issued by a health insurer as
defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subsection (h) of this
section, a request to designate an alternative mailing address, tele-
phone nunber or nethod of contact for the purpose of receiving claim
related information if the person states that disclosure of all or part
of the claimrelated information could endanger the person, the insurer
shall be prohibited for the duration of the order, or until the reguest
designating an alternative mailing address, telephone nunber or other
net hod of contact is cancelled by the requesting person in witing, from
disclosing to the policyholder the address [ard]. tel ephone nunber [ef]
or other method of contact for the insured, or [ef] for any person or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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entity providing covered services to the insured, any personally identi-
fving information of the insured, or the nature of the covered services
provided to the insured, or from mailing, delivering, or otherw se
providing claim related information to any mailing address, telephone
nunber, or other nethod of contact other than as designated by the
requesting person pursuant to this subsection. If achildis the
covered person, the right established by this subsection nmay be asserted
by, and shall also extend to, the parent or guardian of the <child. An
insurer may require a person nmaking a request to designate an alterna-
tive mailing address, tel ephone nunber or other nethod of contact pursu-
ant to this subsection to: make the request in witing; include in the
request a statenent that disclosure of all or part of the claimrelated
information to which the request pertains could endanger the person or
child; and specify an alternative nailing address, telephone nunber., or
ot her nethod of contact. For the purpose of this subsection, "claim
related information" neans all claimor billing information relating
specifically to an insured or person covered by an insurance policy
issued by an insurer other than a health insurer as defined in subpara-
graph (B) of paragraph (1) of subsection (h) of this section. The super-
intendent, in consultation with the comrissioner of health and the
office of children and fam |y services and the office for the prevention
of donestic violence, shall pronmulgate rules to guide and enabl e insur-
ers to guard agai nst the disclosure of the address and |location of an
insured who is a victimof donestic violence.

(g) |If any person covered by a group insurance policy delivers to the
insurer that issued the policy, at its hone office, (i) a valid order of
protecti on agai nst anot her person covered by the group policy, issued by
a court of conpetent jurisdiction in this state, or, except where the
insurance policy was issued by a health insurer as defined in subpara-
graph (B) of paragraph (1) of subsection (h) of this section, a request
to designate an alternative nmai | i ng address, tel ephone nunber or
other nmethod of contact for the purpose of receiving claimrelated
information if the person states that disclosure of all or part of the
claim related information could endanger the person, the insurer shal
be prohibited for the duration of the order, or until the request desig-
nating an alternative mailing address, tel ephone nunber or other nethod
of contact is cancelled by the requesting person in witing, from
disclosing to the person against whom|[the] a valid order of protection
was issued the address [and]. tel ephone nunber [ef] or other nethod of
contact for the insured person covered by the order of protection or
[e£] for any person or entity providing covered services to the insured
person covered by the order of protection, any personally identifying
information of the insured, or the nature of the covered services
provided to the insured, or from muiling, delivering, or otherw se
providing claimrelated information to any nmiling address, telephone
nunber, or other nethod of contact other than as designated by the
requesting person pursuant to this subsection. If a child is the covered
person, the right established by this subsection may be asserted by, and
shall also extend to, the parent or guardian of the child. An insurer
nmay require a person nmaking a request to designate an alternative mail -
ing address, tel ephone nunber or other nethod of contact pursuant to
this subsection to: make the request in witing; include in the request
a statenent that disclosure of all or part of the claimrelated infornma-
tion to which the request pertains could endanger the person or child;
and specify an alternative mailing address, telephone nunber, or other
net hod of contact. For the purpose of this subsection, "claim related
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information" neans all claim or billing information relating specif-
ically to an insured or person covered by an insurance policy issued by
an insurer other than a health insurer as defined in subparagraph (B) of
paragraph (1) of subsection (h) of this section. The superintendent, in
consultation with the comni ssioner of health, the office of children and
fam ly services and the office for the prevention of donmestic violence,
shal |l pronulgate rules to guide and enable insurers to guard agai nst the
disclosure of the address and | ocation of an insured who is a victim of
donesti c viol ence.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




