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Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Operations

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnent to article 13 of the constitution, in relation to
codes of ethics

Section 1. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That article 13 of the
constitution be anended by adding a new section 15 to read as foll ows:

8 15. A public office is a public trust. The people shall have the
right to secure and sustain that trust against abuse. Public officers
and enpl oyees nust exhibit the highest standards of ethical conduct and
denponstrate the personal integrity of each individual in governnent. To
keep faith with this belief, each branch of state governnent and each
political subdivision of the state shall adopt a code of ethics which
shall apply to appointed and elected officers and enployees of the state
who have influence over policy or the political subdivision, as the case
nmay be, including nenbers of the boards, comnm ssions and ot her bodies.

Each code of ethics shall be administered by a separate ethics conmm s-
sion. FEthics conm ssioners shall be selected in a nanner which assures
their independence and inpartiality.

Each code of ethics shall include, but not be linmted to, provisions
on gifts, confidential information, use of position, contracts with
gover nnent agenci es, post-enploynent, financial disclosure, conflict of
interest and |obbyist registration and restriction. The financia
di sclosure provisions shall require all elected officers, all candidates
for elective office and such appointed officers and enployees as may be
provided by law to make public financial disclosures. Oher public offi-
cials having significant discretionary or fiscal powers, as provided by
law, shall nake confidential financial disclosures. All financia
disclosure statenents shall include, but not be limted to, sources and
amounts of incone, business ownership, officer and director positions,
ownership of real property, debts, creditor interests in insolvent busi-
nesses and the nanes of persons represented before governnent agencies.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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8 2. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the foregoi ng anendnent be
referred to the first regular legislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nmenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformity with section 1 of article 19 of the <constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the tinme of such el ection.



