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AN ACT to anmend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to the liability for an illegal conversion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended
by adding a new section 28-210.4 to read as foll ows:

8§ 28-210.4 liability for illegal conversion. a. For the purposes of
this section, an "illegal conversion" shall nean the creation or nodifi-
cation of a housing unit or units, for which approval or pernits are
required by law or regulation, without first obtaining such approval or
permts fromthe departnment of buil dings.

b. Inthe event an illegal conversion has occurred, deternined by
order or judgnent of the environnmental control board, the contractor or
i ndi vi dual who perforned the construction shall be held liable for any
nonetary penalties related thereto.

c. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the owner of

the building in which an illegal conversion has been perforned shall not
be held liable for such nonetary penalties pursuant to a determ nation
of an illegal conversion unless:

(i) he or she is also the individual who perforned the construction
or

(ii) he or she knew or reasonably should have known that approval of
the departnent of buildings and permits were required and had not been
obtained prior to such construction.

d. It shall be a conplete and affirnative defense to any violations
issued by the departnent of buildings for illegal conversions or work
done without a pernit that:
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(i) the departnent of finance records and the departnent of buil dings

records conflict as to the description or assessnent of the subject

property; or

(ii) the owner of the building purchased said property in the illegal

conversion condition.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



