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| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to allowing the Yonkers
city school district to become an independent school district

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 2554-d
to read as foll ows:

8 2554-d. Dissolution and reorganization of the Yonkers <city schoo
district. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or any other
general, special, or local lawto the contrary, the Yonkers city schoo
district superintendent shall dissolve the current Yonkers city schoo
district and organize a new Yonkers city school district in accordance
with sections fifteen hundred four and fifteen hundred five of this
title if the qualified voters of the Yonkers city school district, by a
majority vote taken at an annual or special neeting of such district,
shall adopt a proposition to allow the dissolution and reorgani zation of
such school district. Such order shall specify a date on which the sane
shall take effect, and shall have the sane effect as an order nmde by a
district superintendent dissolving such city school district and form ng
a new district therefrom A copy of such order shall be filed with the
clerk of the new Yonkers city school district. The new Yonkers city
school district shall be independent fromthe city of Yonkers.

2. The provisions of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this
article notwithstanding, the board of education in the city of Yonkers
shall have the power and it shall be its duty:

(a) to establish policies regarding the conduct and activities of the
school district workforce;

(b) to review, approve and file with the nayor, pursuant to section
twenty-five hundred seventy-six of this article, the annual item zed
estimate of revenues, expenses and i ndebtedness and capital plan for the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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district, which budget and capital plan shall include nulti-year projec-
tions of revenues, expenses, indebtedness and capital needs:;

(c) to make appropriations and incur indebtedness, consistent with the
adopt ed budget and capital plan;

(d) to authorize contracts for goods and services in excess of two
hundred fifty thousand dollars per year;

(e) to nmonitor the district's revenues and expenses; and, in its
discretion, audit the sane;

(f) to adopt, in its discretion, a resolution establishing the office
of auditor and appoint an auditor who shall hold such position subject
to the pleasure of the board of education. The auditor shall report to
and work under the direction of the president of the board of education.
No person shall be eligible for appointnent to the office of auditor who
shall be a nmenber of the board of education or the superintendent of
schools. No person appointed to the office of auditor shall serve sinul-
taneously in any other position or capacity within the district. The
board of education, at any tine after the establishnent of the office of
auditor, nay adopt a resolution abolishing the office. Wien the office
of auditor shall have been established and an auditor shall have been
appointed and shall have qualified, the powers and duties of the board
of education, wth respect to auditing accounts., charges, clains or
denands against the city school district shall devolve upon and there-
after be exercised by such auditor, subject to the rules and regul ations
of the board of education, during the continuance of the office;

(g) to assign, inits discretion and in furtherance of its powers and
duties, by a two-thirds vote of the board of education, subject to such
paraneters and criteria as it may authorize, a committee of the board of
education or one or nore enployees, staff or contractors of the board of
education to serve as an examner with power to conduct investigations
and hearings on behalf of the board of education. Each exaniner shal

have the power to subpoena w tnesses, adm nister oaths, and require the

producti on of books, papers and other docunents and information naterial
to the investigation or hearing. Each exami ner shall conclude and report

the result of any such investigation or hearing to the board of educa-
tion no later than six nonths after the date of authorization of such
investigation or hearing;

(h) to override, within three workdays after receiving a nessage of
veto, by a two-thirds vote of the board of education, vetoes by the
superintendent of schools of its acts or resolutions; and

i) to adopt such rules and requlations as are necessary to effectuate
its powers and duties.

3. The superintendent of schools of the city of Yonkers shall possess
the follow ng powers and be charged with the follow ng duties:

(a) to prepare for the board of education's review and approval the
annual item zed estimate of district revenues, expenses, indebtedness
and capital plan pursuant to section twenty-five hundred seventy-six of
this article, which budget and capital plan shall include nmulti-year
proj ections of revenues, expenses, indebtedness and capital needs and be
in a fornat approved by the board of education and nmayor;

(b) to prepare and submit, in a format approved by the board of educa-
tion and mayor, binonthly reports to the board of education and the
nmayor sunmarizing the district's actual revenues, expenses, and indebt-
edness and contrasting the sane with the annual estinntes;

(c) to authorize contracts for goods and services in anobunts |less than
two hundred fifty thousand dollars per year
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(d) to approve or veto, within five wrkdays after approval by the
board of education, all acts or resolutions of the board of education,
provided, however that the superintendent shall have no veto power over
matters related to board of education hearings or investigations or the
hiring. punishnment, or disnissal of the superintendent or as to matters
within the internal affairs of the board of education, including the
hiring, supervision or dismssal of school board enployees, staff, or
contractors; and

(e) to liaison with and represent the school district before all other
political subdivisions, state and federal officials and agencies.

8 2. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 2553 of the education Ilaw, as
added by chapter 242 of the laws of 1974, are anended to read as
foll ows:

2. In the city school districts of the cities of Rochester Yonker s

and Syracuse the nenbers of such board of education shall be chosen by
the voters at large at either a general or nunicipal election, or at
both. 1In the city school district of the city of Buffalo the nenbers of
such board of education shall be chosen pursuant to the provisions of
subdi vi sion ten of this section
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8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the conm ssioner of
education is authorized to pronulgate any and all rules and regul ations
and take any other neasures necessary to inplenent this act on its
effective date on or before such date and provided further that Yonkers
city school district board nenbers serving in office on the effective
date of this act may continue in office for the remainder of their term
provi ded, however, that a vacancy occurring other than by the expiration
of term for such school board menbers in office on the effective date
of this act shall be filled subject to the provisions of this act.



