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STATE OF NEW YORK

10550

| N ASSEMBLY

July 6, 2022

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Kim -- read
once and referred to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "free
resources for equitable education (FREE) act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "free
resources for equitabl e education (FREE) act".

8 2. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 716 to read
as foll ows:

8 716. Free resources for equitable education (FREE) act. 1. As used
inthis section, the following terns shall have the followi ng neanings.
unl ess referenced otherw se:

(a) "general education" refers to courses which do not expressly
satisfy major specific requirenents, including pre-requisite courses;

(b) "institutions of higher education" neans the state university of
New York or institutions recognized and approved by the regents of the
University of the State of New York, which provide a course of study
leading to the granting of a post-secondary degree or diplom

(c) "low textbook cost (LTC" neans the designation assigned to cours-
es to denpnstrate that required textbooks do not cost nore than forty
dol |l ars;

(d) "major specific" refers to any course that is considered expressly
necessary to the continued devel opnent and teachings of Kkey concepts
within a given najor

(e) "textbook" neans any textbook that is adopted for use in a given
course, as determined by the presiding faculty or faculty nenbers or
entity charged with selecting such textbooks; and

(f) "zero textbook cost (ZTC)" nmeans the designation assigned to
courses to denonstrate that it does not require the purchase of any
t ext book.

2. Al general education courses offered by an institution of higher
education in which textbooks are assigned by a professor or other facul-
ty nenber shall have a ZTC or LTC designation

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD15740-01-2



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 10550 2

3. Twenty-five percent of all nmjor specific courses offered by an
institution of higher education in which textbooks are assigned by a
prof essor or other faculty nenber shall have a ZTC or LTC desi gnati on.

4. |Institutions of higher education shall deternine which courses and
the corresponding textbooks are designated ZTC or LTC

5. ZTC and LTC designations shall be clearly visible and easily acces-
sible by students in any course information materials or course enroll-
nent system If a course designation changes for any reason., students
shall be allowed to secure an appropriate replacenent course or discon-
tinue any course without any financial or other institutional penalty.

6. Institutions of higher education shall institute this sectionin a
nanner that does not redistribute the financial cost of such textbook
designations on students including but not linmted to assigning nore
textbooks in other courses or increasing tuition or students' fees.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, the anmendnments to article
15-B of the education |law nmade by section two of this act shall not
affect the repeal of such article and shall be deened repeal ed there-
Wit h.




