OCoO~NOUIRWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK
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| N ASSEMBLY

July 6, 2022

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Kelles) --
read once and referred to the Comrmittee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to allowing qualified
voters who are primary caregivers of one or nore individuals to vote
by absentee ball ot

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem

bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 8-400 of the
election |l aw, as amended by chapter 139 of the laws of 2020, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) wunable to appear personally at the polling place of the election
district in which he or she is a qualified voter because of illness or
physical disability or duties related to the primary care of one or nore
i ndi vidual s [wheo—a+re—ill—or—physically—disabled], or because he or she
will be or is a patient in a hospital, provided that, for purposes of
this paragraph, "illness" shall include, but not be Ilinmted to,
i nstances where a voter is unable to appear personally at the polling
place of the election district in which they are a qualified voter
because there is a risk of contracting or spreading a disease that may
cause illness to the voter or to other nenmbers of the public; or

§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 8-400 of the el ection
| aw, as anmended by chapter 63 of the | aws of 2010, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) unable to appear personally at the polling place of the election
district in which he or she is a qualified voter because of illness or
physical disability or duties related to the primary care of one or nore
i ndi vi dual s [mhe—aFe—+LL—e#—phys+ea##y—d+sab#ed] or because he or she
will be or is a patient in a hospital; or

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 15-122 of the election |law, as anended
by chapter 2 of the laws of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. Aqualified elector of a village, who, on the occurrence of any
general or special village election, may be within the county of [his]
such elector's residence but unable to appear personally at the polling
place in the village of [his] such elector's residence because of
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illness, physical disability, or duties related to the primary care of
one or nore individuals, or confinenent either at home or in a hospital
or institution, other than a nental institution nmay vote as an absentee
voter under this section, provided that, for purposes of this subdivi-
sion, "illness" shall include, but not be linmted to, instances where a
voter is wunable to appear personally at the polling place of the
election district in which they are a qualified voter because there is a
risk of contracting or spreading a disease that may cause illness to the
voter or to other menmbers of the public.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 15-122 of the election |law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. Aqualified elector of a village, who, on the occurrence of any
general or special village election, nmay be within the county of [his]
such elector's residence but unable to appear personally at the polling
place in the village of [his] such elector's residence because of
illness, physical disability, or duties related to the primary care of
one or nore individuals, or confinenent either at home or in a hospital
or institution, other than a nental institution nmay vote as an absentee
voter under this section.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to al
el ections occurring on and after such date; provided, however, that the
anendrments to paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 8-400 and subdi -
vision 1 of section 15-122 of the election | aw nade by sections one and
three of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of
such subdivisions pursuant to chapter 139 of the |aws of 2020, as
anmended, when upon such date the provisions of sections two and four of
this act shall take effect.




