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STATE OF NEW YORK

10252
May 13, 2022
Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A
Pheffer Amato) -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Veterans'
Affairs
AN ACT to anend the executive |law and the veterans' services law, in

relation to establishing a programfor the sharing of veteran contact
i nfornmation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 354-a of the executive | aw, as anended by chapter
602 of the |laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 354-a. Information on status of veterans receiving assistance. 1.
The division shall establish and maintain a programfor the sharing of
veteran contact information between veteran related prograns and the
division. Such program shall consist of any veteran related program
under any departnent, division, bureau, board, conmm ssion and agency of
the state and political subdivisions thereof including, but not limted
to: (a) prograns that offer property tax exenptions, incone tax
exenptions, and/or tax credits to veterans under the departnent of taxa-
tion and finance; (b) prograns that offer discounts to state parks,
historic sites, and recreational facilities to veterans under the office
of parks, recreation and historic preservation; (c) prograns that deliv-
er career services to veterans under the departnent of [labor; (d)
prograns that facilitate long termservices and supports for veteran
seniors under the departnment for the aging; (e) prograns that provide
financial assistance to veterans with disabilities, prograns that facil-
itate the creation of affordable housing specifically for veterans, and
prograns that support veteran hone ownership under the departnent of
housi ng and conmunity renewal ; (f) prograns that facilitate the creation
of affordable housing specifically for veterans under the office of
tenporary and disability assistance and/or the office of nental health;
(g) prograns that provide free or reduced fee sporting |license and/or
privileges to veterans under the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion; and (h) prograns that provide postsecondary education benefits to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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veterans and veteran famly nenbers under the higher education services
cor poration.

2. Departnments, divisions, bureaus, boards, comm ssions and agencies
of the state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide assist-
ance, treatnment, counseling, care, supervision or custody in service
areas involving health, nental health, fam |y services, crimnal justice
or enploynent, including but not limted to the office of addiction
services and supports, office of mental health, office of probation and
correctional alternatives, office of <children and famly services,
office of tenporary and disability assistance, departnent of health,
departnent of labor, |local workforce investnment boards, office for
people with developmental disabilities, and departnent of corrections
and conmunity supervision, shall request assisted persons to provide
information with regard to their veteran status and nmilitary experi-
ences. Individuals identifying thenselves as veterans, including indi-
vidual s requesting and obtaining a veterans notation on their driver's
license or non-driver identification card pursuant to sections four
hundred ninety and five hundred two of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
shall be advised that the division of veterans' services and |oca
veterans' service agenci es established pursuant to section three hundred
fifty-seven of this article provide assistance to veterans regarding

benefits under federal and state law. Information regarding veterans
status and mlitary service provided by assisted persons solely to
implenment this section shall be protected as personal confidential

information under article six-A of the public officers |aw against
di scl osure of confidential material, and used only to assist in the
di agnosis, treatnent, assessnent and handling of the veteran' s problens
within the agency requesting such information and in referring the
veteran to the division of veterans' services for information and
assistance with regard to benefits and entitlements wunder federal and
state | aw.

8 2. Section 7 of the veterans' services lawis anended to read as
follows:

8 7. Information on status of veterans receiving assistance. 1. The
departnent shall establish and mmintain a programfor the sharing of
veteran contact information between veteran related prograns and the
departnent. Such program shall consist of any veteran related program
under any departnent., division, bureau. board. comm ssion and agency of
the state and political subdivisions thereof including, but not limted
to. (a) prograns that offer property tax exenptions, income tax
exenptions, and/or tax credits to veterans under the departnent of taxa-
tion and finance; (b) prograns that offer discounts to state parks,
historic sites, and recreational facilities to veterans under the office
of parks, recreation and historic preservation; (c) prograns that deliv-
er career services to veterans wunder the departnent of [labor; (d)
prograns that facilitate long termservices and supports for veteran
seniors under the departnent for the aging; (e) prograns that provide
financial assistance to veterans with disabilities, prograns that facil-
itate the creation of affordable housing specifically for veterans, and
prograns that support veteran hone ownership under the departnent of
housi ng and conmunity renewal ; (f) progranms that facilitate the creation
of affordable housing specifically for veterans under the office of
tenporary and disability assistance and/or the office of nmental health;
(g) prograns that provide free or reduced fee sporting |license and/or
privileges to veterans under the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion; and (h) prograns that provide postsecondary education benefits to
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veterans and veteran famly nenbers under the higher education services
cor poration.

2. Departnments, divisions, bureaus, boards, comm ssions and agencies
of the state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide assist-
ance, treatnment, counseling, care, supervision or custody in service
areas involving health, nental health, fam |y services, crimnal justice
or enploynent, including but not limted to the office of addiction
services and supports, office of nental health, office of probation and
correctional alternatives, office of <children and famly services,
office of tenporary and disability assistance, departnent of health,
departnent of labor, |local workforce investnment boards, office for
people with developmental disabilities, and departnent of corrections
and conmunity supervision, shall request assisted persons to provide
information with regard to their veteran status and nmilitary experi-
ences. Individuals identifying thenselves as veterans shall be advised
that the departnent of veterans' services and |ocal veterans' service
agenci es established pursuant to section fourteen of this article
provide assistance to veterans regarding benefits under federal and
state law. Information regarding veterans status and nilitary service
provided by assisted persons solely to inplenent this section shall be
protected as personal confidential information under article six-A of
the public officers | aw agai nst disclosure of confidential material, and
used only to assist in the diagnosis, treatment, assessnent and handling
of the veteran's problens within the agency requesting such information
and in referring the veteran to the departnent of veterans' services for
informati on and assistance with regard to benefits and entitlenents
under federal and state |aw

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that:

(a) if chapter 602 of the laws of 2021 shall not have taken effect on
or before such date then this act shall take effect on the sanme date and
in the sanme manner as such chapter of the |aws of 2021, takes effect;

(b) that the anendnents to section 354-a of the executive | aw nade by
section one of this act shall not affect the repeal of such section and
shal |l be deened repeal ed therewth;

(c) if section 2 of part PP of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022 shal
not have taken effect on or before such date then section two of this
act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane manner as such
chapter of the | aws of 2022, takes effect; and

(d) effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of
any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplementation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




