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May 5, 2022

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Lupardo) --
(at request of the Departnent of Agriculture and Markets) -- read once
and referred to the Comrittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
begi nning farmer advisory board on agriculture

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 309-a of the agriculture and narkets |law, as added
by chapter 129 of the laws of 2017, is anmended to read as follows:

8§ 309-a. [¥eung] Beginning farmer advisory board on agriculture. 1
There shall be established within the departnment the [yeurg] beginning
farmer advisory board on agriculture, to advise and make reconmmendati ons
to the state agencies on state governnment plans, policies and prograns
affecting agriculture, as outlined below, and in such areas as its expe-
rience and studies may indicate to be appropriate. The department shal
provi de necessary secretariat and support services to the board.

2. The [yeung] beginning farmer advisory board on agriculture shal
consi st of [twenty] [ ten—to—be] appointed by the
.. a Ad a an a ha e nd

selected] conmissioner for their experience and expertise related to
areas of board responsibility. The board shall be conprised of diverse
menbers of the agriculture industry as foll ows:

(a) O the [twenty] twenty-two nenbers appointed to the board:

(1) one shall be fromthe departnent;

(2) one shall be fromthe enpire state devel opnent corporation

(3) one shall be an officer of the Future Farmers of America (FFA);

(4) one shall be fromthe departnent of |abor

(5) one shall be an urban farnmner;
[eéy]_LQL one shall be fromthe New York Far m Bur eau; [ and

(7) one shéll be fromthe Cornell Small farns program
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(8) one shall be fromthe United States departnent of agriculture;

(9) one shall be an organic farner;

(10) one shall be a veteran farner;

(11) one shall be fromthe Young Farners coalition;

(12) one shall be a nenber of a group that has been historically
underrepresented in farm ownership; and

(13) ten shall be entry level farners or novice farners, agriculture
service providers, financial and legal service providers to farm opera-
tors, Cornell Cooperative Extension representatives, advocacy organi za-
tion representatives, acadenmics, agricultural |eaders, and/or others who
can contribute to the work of the advisory board on issues, including.
anong others: access to land and capital, grants, business planning,
farm processes and governnent prograns.

(b) Each nenber shall

(1) be interested in the preservation and devel opment of agriculture
and preservation of the agricultural way of life in New York;

(2) be [wrder—he—age——oi—dortytivo yoors old ot the boginni-ng—ei—-ihe
merber—s—tern| actively involved in farmng, agricultural activities,
agricultural research and/or providing services to the agricultural
conmunity in the state;

(3) [dg#L¥e——aL—7Leas%——LLi%y7pg#9eﬂ%7eL—%he—n%nbg#Ls—pe#seﬂaL—Lneene

4] be a resident of the state; and

[655] (4) be appointed for a termof three years and may serve unti
their successors are chosen; provided, however, that of the nmenbers
first appointed, six shall serve for a termof one year, six shall serve
for a termof two years and eight shall serve for a termof three years.

(c) Menbers shall serve wthout salary but shall be entitled to
rei mbursenent of their ordinary and necessary travel expenses.

(d) The nmenbers of the board shall neet [guarter] twi ce a year.

3. The duties and responsibilities of the [yeung] beginning farmer
advi sory board on agriculture shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) annually electing fromits nmenbers a chairperson, a vice chair-
person, and a secretary of the advisory board at the advisory board's
first meeting of the cal endar year;

(b) comrunicating to the [gereral] public, the federal governnent, and
the state governnment the inportance of [yeurg—and] beginning farnmers to
agriculture in the state;

(c) [+eentify] identifying issues relating to [yeung—and] beginning
farners in the state and provide tinely advice to the conm ssioner, the
governor and the relevant state agencies, with regard to the pronotion
of agriculture as a career path and the econom c devel opnent of [yeuhg

and—aspi+-ng] beginning farmers;
(d) [preddee—an—annual] producing a biennial report and provide such

report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly on or before the end of each cal endar year. Such
report shall identify and prioritize policy issues which affect [youhg
and—aspi+ng] beginning farners; and

(e) establish commttees, as necessary, to develop projects relating
to the aspects of life for [yeunrg—and] beginning farners in the state.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




