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STATE OF NEW YORK

10148

| N ASSEMBLY

May 4, 2022

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Gonzal ez- Ro-
jas, Cottfried, Paulin, Cruz, Burgos, Quart, Gallagher, Seawight) --
read once and referred to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
reproductive freedom and equity program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "reproductive freedom and equity program act".

8§ 2. The Legislature finds:

(a) Abortion is essential health care and integral to the overal
health and wel | bei ng of i ndividuals.

(b) I'n 1970, New York legalized abortion, three years prior to the
Suprene Court decision in Roe v. Wade, which enunerated a constitutional
right to abortion care.

(c) On January 22, 2019, the 36th anniversary of the Suprene Court
Deci si on Roe v. \Wade, New York nodernized our state |law to be consi stent
with the holdings of Roe v. Wade, articulating in that every individua
has a fundanental right to abortion.

(d) Despite a constitutional and state right to abortion care, barri-
ers exist that challenge an individual's ability to exercise their right
to care

(e) Individual s seeking abortion care can often experience obstacles
to obtaining an abortion, whether that is an inability to afford the
cost of care, the distance one nmust travel, the costs associated wth
travel including transportation needs, childcare, |odging, |ost wages
and nore.

(f) Barriers to care are often intensified for immgrants, young
peopl e, people with disabilities and those living in rural areas.

(g) If the United States Suprene Court overturns Roe v. \Wade, access
to care across the country will dramatically shift wth people in at
| east 26 states - 36,000,000 wonen and individuals with the capacity to
becone pregnant - |osing access to care.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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(h) It is estimated that in the wake of state bans on abortion across
the country, New York woul d be the nearest provider of care for 190, 000
to 280, 000 nore worren of reproductive age.

(i) Abortion funds, abortion providers, and other comunity-based
organi zati ons have provided essential support to individuals facing
practical support needs. These entities assist individuals seeking
abortion care including those living in New York, those traveling to New
York and those who nmust travel outside of New York for care.

(j) Wth no direct state investnent, safety-net abortion providers and
abortion funds predonminately rely on philanthropic giving to address
unnet needs of abortion patients, <challenging their ability to neet
present need, or any future increase denand for care.

(k) New York has a proud | egacy of protecting and expandi ng access to
conprehensi ve reproductive and sexual health care services, including
abortion.

(1) I'n furtherance of that legacy, it is incunbent upon the state to
adopt bold and innovated progranms and policies that protect and advance
reproductive freedom

8 3. Section 2599-cc of the public health law is renunbered section
2599-11.

8 4. Sections 2599-aa and 2599-bb of article 25-A of the public health
law are designated title 1 and a newtitle heading is added to read as
fol | ows:

REPRODUCTI VE HEALTH ACT
8§ 5. Article 25-A of the public health law is anended by adding a new
title 2 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 11
REPRODUCTI VE FREEDOM AND EQUI TY PROGRAM
Section 2599-ee. Reproductive freedom and equity program

8§ 2599-ee. Reproductive freedomand equity program 1. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Abortion" shall nean the term nation of pregnancy pursuant to
section twenty-five hundred ninety-nine-bb of this article.

(b) "Medical services" shall nean the range of care related to the
provi sion of abortion.

(c) "Practical support" shall nean direct assistance to enable a
person to obtain abortion care, including but not limted to ground and
air transportation. gas noney. lodging, neals, childcare, translation
services, and doul a support.

(d) "Program shall nean the reproductive freedom and equity program

2. There is hereby established in the departnment a reproductive free-
dom and equity programto ensure access to abortion care in the state.
Such program shall provide funding to abortion providers and non-profit
organi zations whose primary function is to facilitate access to abortion
care. The programis designed to provide support to abortion providers
to increase access to care, fund unconpensated care, and to address the
support needs of individuals accessing abortion care.

3. The commissioner is authorized to distribute funds nade avail abl e
for expenditure pursuant to this section. In determning funding for
applicants under this program the conmmissioner shall consider the
following criteria and goals:

(a) Increasing access to care by growing the capacity of abortion
providers to neet present and future care needs. Grant funds shall be
awarded to support the recruitnment and retention of staff, patient navi-
gators, staff training. the establishnment of new or renovation of exist-
ing health centers, investnents in technology to facilitate care, secu-
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rity enhancenments, and other operational needs that reflect the
intention of increasing access to abortion care;

(b) Funding unconpensated care, to ensure the affordability of and
access to care for anyone who seeks care in New York, regardless of
their ability to pay for care. Grant funds shall be awarded to abortion
providers and non-profit entities to support unconpensated costs of the
nedical services associated with abortion care for individuals who | ack
insurance coverage, are underinsured, or whose insurance is deened unus-
able by the rendering provider; and

(c) Addressing practical support needs of individuals accessing
abortion care. Gant funds shall be awarded to non-profit entities
providing practical support to individuals within and traveling to New
Yor k.

4. |In establishing and operating the program the departnent shal
consult a range of experts including but not |limted to individuals and
entities providing abortion care, abortion funds and other organi zations
whose mission is to expand access to abortion care, to ensure the
program structure and expenditures are reflective of the needs of
abortion providers, abortion funds and consuners. The departnent shal
promul gate requl ati ons necessary for inplenentation of the program

5. The state shall not request, pronulgate regulations, or otherw se
require, any abortion provider or non-profit organization receiving
nonies fromthe programto divulge the nane, address. photograph, driv-

er's license nunber, emil address, phone nunber, or any other
personally identifving information of any patient, or individual who
sought or received practical supports from such organization, in

conjunction with the funding provided pursuant to this article.

6. Any non-profit organization or provider receiving funds from the
program shall take all necessary steps to ensure the confidentiality of
the individuals receiving services, pursuant to state and federal |aws.

8§ 6. Funding used to support the reproductive freedom and equity
program established pursuant to title Il of article 25-A of the public
health | aw shall be pursuant to funds appropriated therefor by the
| egislature and pursuant to subsequent chapters of |aw. Such fundi ng
shall also be used to support the cost of administering the program and
for any other purpose authorized by this act. The | evel of expenditure
by the departnent for the administrative support of the program created
pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to review and approval annual -
Iy through the state budget process.

§ 7. Severability clause. |If any provision of this act, or any appli-
cation of any provision of this act, is held to be invalid, or to
violate or be inconsistent wth any federal |aw or regul ation, that
shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of any other provision of
this act, or of any other application of any provision of this act,
which can be given effect without that provision or application; and to
that end, the provisions and applications of this act are severable.

§ 8. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




