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STATE OF NEW YORK

10094- - A

| N ASSEMBLY

April 29, 2022

Introduced by M of A BURDI CK, PAULIN, SILLITTI, GALEF, EPSTEIN
KELLES, GONZALEZ- RQJAS, NI QU, OTl S, GOITFRI ED, REYES, ANDERSON, DI NOW
| TZ, HEVESI, GALLAGHER, L. ROSENTHAL, GRIFFIN -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Judiciary -- comrttee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to establishing a
cause of action for unlawful interference with protected rights

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "freedom
frominterference with reproductive and endocrine health advocacy and
travel exercise act", or the "FIRE HATE act".

§ 2. The legislature finds that the rights of the residents of the
state of New York are inperiled by actions which would attenpt to or
purport to prevent or limt travel to New York for the exercise of
rights protected by the New York state constitution and the |aws of the
state of New York, or which would put those who travel to New York at
risk of civil actions and crimnal actions brought in courts outside the
state of New York seeking to punish or inpose civil liability on indi-
viduals for traveling to New York to exercise individual and human
rights protected within the state of New York. The legislature finds
that inmposing such liability creates distinct harmw thin the state of
New Yor k.

8 3. The civil rights law is anended by adding a new section 70-b to
read as foll ows:

8 70-b. Unlawful interference wth protected rights. 1. A cl aim of
unlawful interference with protected rights is established wunder this
section. Such claim shall arise when a person denpnstrates that they

exercised or attenpted to exercise, or facilitated or attenpted to
facilitate the exercise of a right protected under the constitution of
the state of New York and/or protected or permtted by the laws of the
state of New York, to obtain or provide the nedical care described in
subdi vision six of this section, and such exercise, provision, facili-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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tation, or attenpt thereof results in litigation or crininal charges
br ought against that person in any court in the United States or its
territories.

2. Such claim shall arise when any person or entity commences an
action in any court, inthe United States or any of its territories, in
which the allegations against the person, whether civil or crinnal,
invol ve accessing., providing, facilitating, or attenpting to access,
provide, or facilitate the nedical care described in subdivision six of
this section.

3. Inaclaimfor unlawful interference with protected rights under
this section:

(a) conpensatory danmges, as well as costs and attorneys' fees,
including expert witness fees, shall be recoverable upon a denpnstration
of unlawful interference; and

(b) punitive danages shall be recoverable upon an additional denon-
stration that the action against the plaintiff was comenced or contin-
ued for the purpose of harassing, intimdating., punishing or otherw se
naliciously inhibiting the exercise of rights protected in New York
including but not Ilimted to the rights in subdivision six of this
section.

4. Any action or proceeding brought pursuant to this section shall be
commenced no later than six years after the date on which the violation
of this sectionis committed.

5. Nothing in this section shall affect or preclude the right of any

party to any recovery otherw se authorized by common [ aw, or by statute
law or rule.

6. Rights specifically protected under this section shall include
lawfully provided nedical care including but not linmted to reproductive
and/ or endocrine health care, and all nedical, surgical, counseling or

referral services relating to the human reproductive system including
but not linmted to services relating to pregnancy, contraception, or the
term nation of a pregnancy.

7. An action under this section shall be brought in the Suprene Court
of the state of New York.

8 4. Severability. If any provision of this act, or any application of
any provision of this act is held to be invalid, that shall not affect
the validity or effectiveness of any other provision of this act, any
other application of any provision of this act, or any other provision
of any law or code anended by this act.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




