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STATE OF NEW YORK

8931--A

| N SENATE

August 21, 2020

I ntroduced by Sens. COVRIE, MAYER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Rules -- conmttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted
to said committee

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to directing the
public service comm ssion study the feasibility and the costs of bury-
ing all or nost of the electrical, tel ephone and internet transnission
lines in New York state and to publish and deliver a report of its
findings to the governor and the |egislature, and requiring new elec-
trical, telephone and internet transm ssion lines to be buried under-
ground

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding two new
sections 119-d and 119-e to read as foll ows:

8 119-d. Buried line study. 1. The commi ssion shall conduct a study to
anal yze the feasibility and the costs of burying underground all or nost
of the existing electrical, telephone and internet transnmission lines in
New York state. Such study shall include an analysis of:

(a) the economic and environnental benefits from burying such existing
lines; and

(b) the economic cost burden of doing so, if any, including an esti-
mate of what the cost per utility custonmer would be, the nunber of jobs
to be created to conplete the project and a tineline for conpletion of
the project.

2. In analyzing costs and benefits for the purposes of this study., the
comm ssion shall consider the varying geographical areas of the state
and report separately on the inpact particular areas mght have on the
project. The study shall also quantify the economic costs and benefits
of burying existing electrical, telephone and internet transnission
lines to utility custoners and shall disaggregate the results by utili-
ty. The study shall calculate the cost per custoner of the entire cost
of project statewide, regardless of where the custoner lives, for the
life of the project on a nonthly basis.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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3. Wthin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this
section, the conmmi ssion shall

(a) publish the report of its findings on its website in a |location
accessible to the public; and

(b) deliver a copy of the report to the governor, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate., the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the senate
energy and tel econmuni cations commttee and the chair of the assenbly
energy conmittee.

8 119-e. Buried lines. 1. Notwithstanding any law, rule or reqgulation
to the contrary, to the greatest extent possible, all new electrical
tel ephone and internet transmission lines installed in the state shall
be buried underground.

2. The provisions of this section shall apply to electrical, telephone
and internet transm ssion lines for which prelimnary permts are issued
on and after the effective date of this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




