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STATE OF NEW YORK

8832

| N SENATE

July 20, 2020

Introduced by Sen. LIU -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the tax law, in relation to use of electronic signatures
on certain records collected by tax return preparers; and to repea
certain provisions of the tax law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph 2 of subsection (a) of section 653 of the tax |aw
i s REPEALED.

§ 2. The tax law is anmended by adding a new section 171-aa to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 171-aa. E-file authorizations collected by tax return preparers.
(a) For purposes of this section, the following ternms have the foll ow ng

nmeani ngs:
(1) "E-file authorization" is a record collected by a tax return

pr eparer.

(2) "Electronic signature" has the definition set forth in the elec-
tronic signatures and records act of the state technology | aw

(3) "Electronic neans" is use of conputer technol ogy.

(4) "Tax" neans any tax or other matter admnistered by the conm s-
sioner pursuant to this chapter or any other provision of |aw

(5) "Tax docunent" neans a return, report or any other docunent relat-
ing to a tax or other matter adninistered by the commi ssioner.

(6) "Tax return preparer” neans any person who prepares for conpen-
sation, or who enploys or engages one or nore persons to prepare for
conpensation, any tax docunent. For purposes of this section, the term
"tax return preparer" also includes a payroll service.

(b) If a tax docunent is authorized by the conm ssioner to be filed
electronically, then any associated e-file authorization prescribed by
the conm ssioner may be signed using an electronic signature conpliant
with any instructions prescribed by the comm ssioner.

(c) An e-file authorization signed electronically in the nmanner set
forth in subsection (b) of this section shall have the sanme force and
effect as a handwitten signature and nay be provided to a tax preparer
by el ectronic neans.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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