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STATE OF NEW YORK

8786--A

| N SENATE

July 15, 2020

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be commtted to the Conmittee on Rules -- conmittee
di scharged and said bill comitted to the Comrittee on Health --
commi ttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and

recommtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
New York state council on nmental health enmergency and crisis response

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene law is anmended by addi ng a new section
7.42 to read as foll ows:
8§ 7.42 New York state council on nental health energency and crisis

response..
(a) There is hereby created in the office, the New York state advisory
council on nental health energency and crisis response. The counci

shall consist of, at a minimum the conmi ssioner or his or her designee;
an individual representing the state conference of local nental hygi ene
directors as established under article forty-one of this chapter; an
individual representing the nental hygiene |legal service as established
under article forty-seven of this chapter; and sixteen additiona
nmenbers of which six shall be appointed by the governor, four shall be
appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly, four shall be appointed by the
tenporary speaker of the senate, and one each shall be appointed by the
mnority |leader of the assenbly and senate. FEach appointed represen-
tative shall be representative of the following and shall represent the
various geographic areas of the state. Menbers shall be know edgeable in
energency nental health services and shall include, but not be limted
to: (i) representatives of energency nental health units that provide
transportation of persons experiencing nental health crises to hospitals
or other health care facilities; (ii) statewi de organi zations represent-
ing nmental health providers; (iii) statew de advocacy groups represent-
ing individuals wth a psychiatric condition; (iv) representatives of
hospitals including but not linmted to hospitals operating a conprehen-
sive psychiatric energency program (v) physicians and other health and
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nental health professionals with experience in the delivery of nenta
health crisis services; and (vi) first responders.

(b) The council shall nmake recomendations to the commi ssioner on
topics including but not limted to: (i) identifying best practices for
response to nental health crises; (ii) the developnent of a statew de
energency nental health unit systemfor the transportation of persons
experiencing nental health crises to, fromor between hospitals and
other health care facilities; (iii) creating a programfor the training
exam nation, and certification of certified energency nental health
responders; (iv) the provision of pre-hospital enmergency nental health
care; (v) public education and outreach on the benefit of effective
conmuni cation anbng energency service providers and health care provid-
ers regarding people experiencing nental health <crises; and (vi) any
ot her reconmmendati on deened appropriate by the council

(c) The termof office of each nenber shall be two years. Vacancies
shall be filled by appointnent for the remainder of an unexpired term
The nenbers shall continue in office until the expiration of their terns
and until their successors are appointed and have qualified. No nmenber
shall be appointed to the state council for nore than four consecutive
terns.

(d) The council shall neet as frequently as its business may require.
The presence of a majority of the nenbers shall constitute a guorum The
nenbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for their services
as nenbers.

(e) The conmm ssioner, upon request of the council, shall designate an
officer or enployee of the office to act as secretary of the council
and shall assign fromtine to tinme such other enpl oyees as the counci

nay require

(f) The council shall develop and subnmt a report to the governor. the
speaker of the assenbly, and the tenporary president of the senate no
later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-one and annually
thereafter, pertaining to the reconmendations required by this section
and recomendations to effectively inplenent any initiative identified
by the council and other recommendations deened appropriate by the
conm Sssi oner.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




