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        AN  ACT  to  amend  the  real property law, in relation to the duty of a
          landlord to provide a written receipt of rent paid

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 235-e of the real property law, as amended by chap-
     2  ter 848 of the laws of 1986, is amended to read as follows:
     3    §  235-e.  Duty  of  landlord to provide written receipt. (a) Upon the
     4  receipt of rent for residential premises in the  form  of  cash  or  any
     5  instrument  other than the personal check of the tenant, it shall be the
     6  duty of the landlord to provide the payor or if paid in whole or part by
     7  a social services district or the office  of  temporary  and  disability
     8    with  a  written receipt containing theassistance,  then  the  tenant,
     9  following:
    10    1. The date;
    11    2. The amount;
    12    3. The identity of the premises and period for which paid; and
    13    4. The signature and title of the person receiving  the  rent  or  the
    14  printed  name,  address and telephone number of the licensed real estate
    15  broker or firm in charge of the dwelling or the printed name,  New  York
    16  city  address  and  telephone  number  of the managing agent or designee
    17  described in paragraph five of subdivision a of section 27-2098  of  the
    18  .administrative code of the city of New York
    19    (b)  Where  a  tenant,  in writing, requests that a landlord provide a
    20  receipt for rent paid by personal check, it shall be  the  duty  of  the
    21  landlord  to provide the payor with the receipt described in subdivision
    22  (a) of this section for each such request made in writing.
    23    (c) In addition to any other remedy authorized by  law,  a  court  may
    24  impose  a  twenty-five  dollar reduction in the rent for each failure to
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     1  comply with the provisions of this section in any  proceeding  commenced
     2  under article seven of the real property actions and proceedings law.
     3    (d)  The  office of court administration shall develop, distribute and
     4  where necessary provide tenants  with  an  explanation  of  the  written
     5  receipt  each  landlord  must  present to a tenant upon payment of rent.
     6  Such office shall take such steps as are necessary to inform tenants  of
     7  their  right  to  receive  such  receipt  and a landlord's obligation to
     8  provide such receipt.
     9    § 2. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
    10  ing the date on which it shall have become a law.


